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	FRUCOM ACTIVITIES
FRUCOM-CEEREAL JOINT EVENT 15-16 OCTOBER: LIST OF REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS/UPDATED PROGRAMME
Please see below the list of registrations for the event and the programme as it stands on 6 July.
Participants_6 July
Draft_Joint CEEREAL-FRUCOM event Programme 2026
FRUCOM has sent out all invitations and is now liaising with invited speakers to receive confirmations.
Link to the event on FRUCOM website: https://frucom.eu/events/upcoming-events/72-joint-frucom-ceereal-in-person-event.html
To register for the event: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1988561209107?aff=oddtdtcreator
To book your hotel: https://www.thonhotels.com/EVENT/FRUCOM/
The FRUCOM team

ALL PRODUCTS
CONTAMINANTS: COMMISSION AND MEMBER STATES WORKING GROUP MEETING AGENDAS 7 AND 16 JULY
FRUCOM has obtained information on the upcoming Commission and Member States Contaminant Working Group (CWG) meetings. Respectively, CWG on Environmental and Industrial Contaminants (7 July) and the CWG on Agricultural Contaminants (16 July). Please find a selection of relevant topics below.
CWG on Environmental and Industrial Contaminants
Discussions on acrylamide:
1. The review of existing benchmark levels for acrylamide in food.
1. Establishment of benchmark levels for acrylamide in certain foods, for which no benchmark level is yet established.
1. Establishment of maximum levels for acrylamide in certain foods. Finalisation of the proposal in view of a targeted stakeholder consultation
Update of the mitigation measures provided for in Annex I to Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/2158.
CWG on Agricultural Contaminants
1. Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Commission Regulation as regards requirements for food business operators as regards sampling and analysis for mycotoxins and plant toxins within their self-check system based on HACPP principles.
1. Continuation of discussion on the criteria/conditions for companies/processes to be listed as company able to reduce the presence of aflatoxins through sorting or other physical treatment – Update of the guidance document.
1. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/2782 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of the levels of mycotoxins in food. Discussion on amendments, clarifications and corrections.
1. Discussion on the draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EU) 2023/915 for the purpose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards maximum levels of aflatoxins, ochratoxin, deoxynivalenol, hydrocyanic acid, arsenic, nickel, cadmium and melamine in food (Contaminants omnibus).
1. Alternaria toxins - Possible review of indicative levels provided for in Commission Recommendation (EU) 2022/553 of 5 April 2022 on monitoring the presence of Alternaria toxins in food. Further regulatory follow-up.
Maximum levels for nitrates and nitrites in certain foods:
1. Review of the EU maximum levels for nitrates in food (leafy vegetables).
1. Setting of maximum levels for nitrates in other foods of plant origin.
1. Consideration of the need for setting maximum levels for nitrites in certain foods of plant origin.

PESTICIDES: OMNIBUS, PRIORITY ACTIVE SUBSTANCES FOR PRODUCERS - FOR YOUR FEEDBACK
As reported in numerous occasions in previous FRUCOM newsletters, the Commission has proposed a package of proposals for simplification of food and feed safety (Omnibus). Please find the most recent update from FRUCOM on this topic: https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/6017:pesticides-third-country-meeting-notes-on-pesticides,-mrls-omnibus-proposal.html
The Joint Research Centre (JRC) will publish its impact assessment identifying the "most harmful pesticides" which will be targeted by the upcoming Regulations. After delays, the publication is expected to happen after the summer.
In preparation for this, FRUCOM is assessing the potential impact of these measures for key active substances. We would then like to request your views on what are the priority active substances for your products.
Please provide your input until Friday, 17 July.

PESTICIDES: COMMISSION ADOPTS INITIATIVE TO INCLUDE CHLORPYRIFOS IN THE LIST OF PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS
The Commission has adopted its initiative to include chlorpyrifos as a persistent organic pollutant. This follows a consultation reported on a previous FRUCOM circular: https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5683:pesticides-eu-publishes-consultation-on-the-inclusion-of-chlorpyriphos-as-a-substance-subjected-to-restrictions,-as-a-persistent-organic-pollutant.html
Regulation (EU) 2019/1021 implements the EU’s international commitments under the Stockholm Convention on persistent organic pollutants (chemical substances). Following a decision to list chlorpyrifos to the Convention, this initiative amends Annex I to the Regulation to include chlorpyrifos as a substance subject to certain restrictions.
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.
All information is available at: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14833-Persistent-organic-pollutants-chlorpyrifos_en

PESTICIDES: EU NOTIFIES WTO OF NON-RENEWAL OF APPROVAL OF BUPROFEZIN
The EU has notified the WTO of a draft regulation concerning the non-renewal of the approval of the active substance buprofezin.
According to a conclusion by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), buprofezin meets the criteria to  be  identified  as  an  endocrine  disruptor  for  the  thyroid  (T)-modality  for humans and wild mammals. It has not been demonstrated that the exposure of humans and  non-target  organisms  to  that  active  substance  in  a  plant  protection  product is negligible under realistic proposed conditions of use.
The proposed date of adoption is October 2026, and the date of entry into force will be 20 days after its publication.
Member States shall withdraw authorisations for pesticides containing buprofezin as an active substance by 6 months after the entry into force. Likewise, any grace period granted by Member States shall expire by 12 months after the entry into force. 
FRUCOM database: small amount of data, residual number of exceedances.
All information is available at: https://eping.wto.org/en/Search/Index?viewData=%20G/TBT/N/EU/1218
 
OFFICIAL JOURNAL: EU – US TRADE REGULATION REDUCING TARIFFS FOR US GOODS PUBLISHED IN THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL, TO ENTER INTO FORCE ON 1 JULY
On 30 June, the Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2026 on the adjustment of customs duties on imports of certain goods originating in the United States of America and opening of tariff quotas for imports of certain goods originating in the United States of America was published in the Official Journal of the EU.
More information: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2026/1455/oj
In addition, the Regulation on lobster was also published in the Official Journal on 30 June. Regulation (EU) 2026/1461 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2026 on the non-application of customs duties on imports of certain goods will enter into force on 1 July 2026.
The Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 which grants tariff preferences for US industrial and agricultural goods (including the 500,000 Metric Tonne tariff rate quota for nuts) will cease to apply at the end of 2029.
The regulation concerning lobster imports will apply retroactively from 1 August 2025 and will expire on 31 July 2030 unless further action is taken.
Product scope
The list of FRUCOM products that are in scope for Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 can be found here: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5543:eu-us-trade-eu-proposal-on-tariff-reductions-to-implement-eu-us-deal-trqs-for-processed-nuts-shelled-in-shell-nuts,-processed-seafood-fish-full-liberalisation-for-dried-processed-fruit-veg.html
The product scope is unchanged from the original proposal of 2025.
EU-US TRADE: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT TRADE UNDER THE REGULATION TO LIBERALISE MARKET ACCESS FOR US AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL GOODS (TURNBERRY AGREEMENT)
This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document covers questions received from FRUCOM members on EU–US trade under Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2026 on the adjustment of customs duties on imports of certain goods originating in the United States of America and opening of tariff quotas for imports of certain goods originating in the United States of America. The answers are based on information that was available as at 2 July 2026.
FRUCOM members are encouraged to share any further qeustions that they may have with the FRUCOM Secretariat.
 
1. Has the legislation for the EU liberalisation of market access for US agricultural and industrial goods been fully adopted, or is any further approval required?
Answer:
Yes. The legislation has been fully adopted and is now final. No further legislative procedures are required, and no additional governing body has the authority to veto or challenge its implementation.

2. Is eligibility for the tariff quotas determined by the import date? For example, are goods already in transit eligible?
Answer:
Eligibility is determined by the date on which the goods clear EU customs.
Consequently, goods shipped from the United States before 1 July that are in transit or held in customs warehousing may still qualify for import under any of the tariff quotas of the agreement, provided that quota volume remains available at the time of customs clearance.
For goods that where market access is fully liberalised under this agreement (Annex I goods, e.g. CN 0806 20 30 -Dried sultanas, or CN 0813 20 00 – Dried prunes) the same rule applies, except there is not volume limit.

3. Are there any provisions on Rules of Origin? Are there any other provisions that are under development?
Answer:
The rules of origin for the agreement are based on EU law, in particular the rules on non-preferential origin as laid down in Title II, Chapter 2, Section 1 of Regulation (EU) No 952/2013, in line with Article 6 on Rules of origin.
Additionally, the EU is applying the “direct transport” rule to imports from the US under the Turnberry Agreement. The EU has done this via implementing legislation that it passed on 30 June, which amends Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/2447 as regards the procedural rules concerning the proof of non-preferential origin.
Where non-preferential rules of origin are used for the application of Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 of the European Parliament and of the Council (Turnberry Agreement regulation), the proof of origin should be reinforced to mitigate the risk of circumvention. For that purpose, as part of the proof of the origin of the goods, the declarant should provide evidence that the goods were transported directly from the declared country of origin and, if they were shipped through a third country, that they were not subject to any alteration after they were exported from the country of origin.
This means that goods must be transported directly from the United States or if they are transhipped, they must remain under customs surveillance.
See: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/1422/oj
More information about direct transport and non-manipulation rule: https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content/direct-transport-or-non-manipulation-or-non-alteration-rules
In its previous exchange with DG TAXUD, FRUCOM was informed that the European Commission continues to remain in exchange with US authorities to negotiate a provision on rules of origin as may be required for trade under the Turnberry agreement.

4. How does the nut quota of 500,000-tonnes operate? Is it based on the calendar year, which products are covered, and is there a conversion between in-shell and kernel volumes?
Answer:
All the quotas in the Regulation are managed under the “first-come, first-served” approach, in accordance with the management system for tariff quotas provided for in Articles 49 to 54 of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/2447.
All the tariff quotas operate on an annual basis, with the current quota period running from 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027. It is not aligned with either the calendar year or the crop/marketing year.
The products covered by the quotas are listed in Question 6 below.

5. What about the expiry date of the agreement? What will happen to the quota?
Answer:
As per Article 8, the Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 is scheduled to expire on 31 December 2029. Unless it is extended (Article 7) or replaced by a new trade agreement or similar arrangement between the European Union and the United States, imports from the United States will revert to the applicable Most Favoured Nation (MFN) duty rates.


6. Which products are covered by the tariff quotas?
Answer:
Tariff quotas apply to the following products:
 
Tariff quota for nuts
	Order number
	CN 2025 code
	Description
	In-quota rate
	Quota volume

	09.9005
	0802
	Other nuts, fresh or dried, whether or not shelled or peeled
	0 %
	500 000 t

	
	2008 19
	Nuts and other seeds, including mixtures, prepared or preserved (excluding groundnuts)
	
	


This includes products such as bulk in-shell nuts, kernels, and certain prepared or preserved nut products classified under the relevant CN codes.
 
Tariff quota for Alaska pollock
	Order number
	CN 2025 code
	Description
	In-quota rate
	Quota volume

	09.9008
	0303 67
	Frozen Alaska pollock (Theragra chalcogramma)
	0 %
	340 000 t

	
	0304 75
	Frozen fillets of Alaska pollock (Theragra chalcogramma)
	
	

	
	0304 94
	Frozen meat, whether or not minced, of Alaska pollock (Theragra chalcogramma) (excluding fillets)
	
	


 
Tariff quota for squid
	Order number
	CN 2025 code
	Description
	In-quota rate
	Quota volume

	09.9009
	0307 43
	Cuttle fish and squid, frozen, with or without shell
	0 %
	5 000 t


 
Tariff quota for unprocessed salmon
	Order number
	CN 2025 code
	Description
	In-quota rate
	Quota volume

	09.9010
	0303 11
	Frozen sockeye salmon (red salmon) (Oncorhynchus nerka)
	0 %
	20 000 t

	
	0303 12
	Frozen pacific salmon (excluding sockeye salmon ‘red salmon’)
	
	

	
	0304 81
	Frozen fillets of pacific salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka, Oncorhynchus gorbuscha, Oncorhynchus keta, Oncorhynchus tschawytscha, Oncorhynchus kisutch, Oncorhynchus masou and Oncorhynchus rhodurus), rgentin salmon (Salmo salar) and danube salmon (Hucho hucho)
	
	


 
Tariff quota for processed salmon
	Order number
	CN 2025 code
	Description
	In-quota rate
	Quota volume

	09.9011
	1604 11
	Prepared or preserved salmon, whole or in pieces (excluding minced)
	0 %
	5 000 t



Tariff quota for prepared shrimps
	Order number
	CN 2025 code
	Description
	In-quota rate
	Quota volume

	09.9012
	1605 21
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, not in airtight containers (excluding smoked)
	0 %
	5 000 t

	
	1605 29
	Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, in airtight containers (excluding smoked)
	
	


 
Tariff quota for hake and dogfish
	Order number
	CN 2025 code
	Description
	In-quota rate
	Quota volume

	09.9013
	0303 81 15
	Frozen piked dogfish (Squalus acanthias) and catsharks (Scyliorhinus spp.)
	0 %
	20 000 t

	
	0304 74 19
	Frozen fillets of hake (Merluccius spp.) (excluding cape hake, deepwater hake and rgentine hake)
	
	

	
	0304 88 11
	Frozen fillets of piked dogfish (Squalus acanthias) and catsharks (Scyliorhinus spp.)
	
	

	
	0304 96 10
	Frozen meat, whether or not minced, of picked dogfish (Squalus acanthias) and catsharks (Scyliorhinus spp.)
	
	


 

7. Is any registration, application, or prior approval required to access these tariff quotas?
Answer:
Based on the information currently available, no prior registration, application, or approval is required to qualify for any of the tariff quotas.

8. Can it be confirmed in advance whether a shipment will qualify under the tariff quotas before shipment or before entering into a sales contract?
Answer:
No. It is not possible to determine in advance whether a particular shipment will fall within the available quotas. Eligibility depends on the remaining quota volume at the time the goods are released for free circulation in the European Union.

9. Is there a way to monitor the utilisation of the tariff quota?
Answer:
Yes. Although the information is not updated in real time, the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Taxation and Customs Union (DG TAXUD) maintains an online database that provides the current status of quota utilisation.
Tariff quota for nuts: Order number 09.9005 https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/quota_tariff_details.jsp?Lang=en&StartDate=2026-07-01&Code=099005
Based on their order number, all the tariff quotas in Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 can be monitored here: https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/quota_consultation.jsp?Origin=US&Status=&Year=2026&Size=20&Expand=true&Lang=en&Critical=&Code=&MaxSize=1000&Offset=20
The quotas have been designated as critical because they are newly established. If a tariff quota is "critical" the Customs administration may request a guarantee at the time of release of the goods into free circulation.

10. Has the European Commission published any Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) or guidance for exporters and importers?
Answer:
At present (2 July), no official FAQ or guidance document addressing common questions from exporters or importers has been published by the European Commission.
OFFICIAL JOURNAL/US TRADE: EU REVISES REGULATION ON RULES OF ORIGIN TO ADD OBLIGATION ON DIRECT TRANSPORT (CONCERNS EU-US TURNBERRY TRADE AGREEMENT)
On 30 June, the EU published Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/1422 of 25 June 2026 amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/2447 as regards the procedural rules concerning the proof of non-preferential origin in the Official Journal of the EU. The Regulation entered into force on 1 July 2026.
One of the key amendments made by Regulation 2026/1422 concerns the non-preferential rules of origin used for the application of Regulation (EU) 2026/1455 of the European Parliament and of the Council (EU Regulation implementing Turnberry trade agreement).
Regulation 2026/1422 provides that the proof of origin should be reinforced to mitigate the risk of circumvention. For that purpose, as part of the proof of the origin of the goods, the declarant should provide evidence that the goods were transported directly from the declared country of origin and, if they were shipped through a third country, that they were not subject to any alteration after they were exported from the country of origin.
More information: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/1422/oj

EU FORCED LABOUR PROHIBITION REGULATION – RELEASE OF GUIDELINES ON IMPLEMENTATION AND DATABASE
On 28 June, the EU released the guidelines and the database on forced labour, which are hosted on the Forced Labour Single Portal.
The EU Forced Labour Regulation (EUFLR) will begin to apply from 14 December 2027, and enforcement will begin from this date.
The portal includes the following sections:
1. About Forced Labour Regulation
1. Product risk assessment
1. Reporting Forced Labour
1. Contacts
1. Other useful resources
The guidelines are available here: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/circabc-ewpp/d/d/workspace/SpacesStore/3b159733-6cdf-4f9e-8b30-80580c0679d8/download
Additionally, a number of events on the EUFLR will be organised by the European Commission in 2026, with specific sector focus. Of interest to FRUCOM members may be the following:
· 14 September 2026, 14:30–16:30 - From challenge to action: get ready for the FLR implementation – Launch event
General introduction to the EU Forced Labour Regulation and the European Commission's preparedness package.
· 16 September 2026, 14:30–16:30 - From challenge to action: get ready for the FLR implementation – SMEs focus
Practical guidance and support tools for SMEs preparing for FLR implementation.
· 17 November 2026, 14:30–16:30 - From challenge to action: get ready for the FLR implementation – Agri-food sector focus
Discussion of sector-specific risks and practical compliance measures for agri-food businesses.
· 24 November 2026, 14:30–16:30 - From challenge to action: get ready for the FLR implementation – Fisheries focus
Sector-specific guidance on identifying and addressing forced labour risks in fisheries supply chains.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION PUBLISHES UPDATED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS DOCUMENT AND COMMON UNDERSTANDING ON OLD STOCK SITUATIONS UNDER THE DIRECTIVE ON EMPOWERING CONSUMERS FOR THE GREEN TRANSITION
On Tuesday 30 June, the European Commission published the Common understanding on old stock situations under Directive (EU) 2024/825 on Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition. The European Commission also published its updated Questions and Answers for the ECGT Directive.
The Common understanding has been developed by the Consumer Protection Cooperation (CPC) Network to support a coherent approach to the treatment of such old stock situations. While this document does not constitute a formal position of the CPC network or a legally binding interpretation of the ECGT Directive, it sets out a non-exhaustive set of principles intended to provide a pragmatic approach to old stock situations.
Accordingly, national competent authorities are expected to consider this approach when exercising their enforcement powers, with a view to supporting a consistent application of the ECGT rules across the European Union. This common understanding remains without prejudice to other European Union and national law, to the powers and priorities of national competent authorities, and to the possibility for national competent authorities or courts from taking action in a specific case.
This common understanding concerns the enforcement treatment of old stock situations affected by the ECGT rules, in particular where environmental claims or sustainability labels appear:
•  on packaging or on the product itself.
•  online or in other digital interfaces.
•  in advertising or other commercial communications linked to the product or trader.
Member States had until 27 March 2026 to transpose the Directive into national law. The Directive will apply on 27 September 2026.
The Common understanding on old stock situations can be found here: https://commission.europa.eu/document/264d8c70-2f9a-4955-8e7b-154d55a9b684_en
The Questions and Answers document can be found here: https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/3c257883-bb2a-4dd9-a6dc-501d587bb34f_en?filename=ECGT%20Directive%20FAQ_update%20with%20CPC%20Common%20Understanding.pdf

RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/27 (29/06/2026 - 05/07/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/27 (29/06/2026 - 05/07/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week27

DRIED FRUIT & NUTS
ADDITIVES: FRUCOM DRAFT LETTER ON SO2 - FOR YOUR FEEDBACK BY 17 JULY
FRUCOM has developed a draft letter to the Commission providing feedback and requesting the adoption of workable maximum levels for relevant FRUCOM products, balancing technological constraints and trade realities.
This comes after EFSA's updated assessment of dietary exposure to sulfur dioxide–sulfites (E 220–228), which analysed the impact of two sets of maximum levels for a number of products. FRUCOM further welcomed DG SANTE with a presentation on this, among other topics: https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5917:frucom-dried-fruit-and-nuts-working-group-21-april-meeting-notes-and-presentations.html
The main conclusions and recommendations in FRUCOM's letter are as follows:
1. Dried apricots, golden raisins/sultanas and similar high‑moisture or light‑coloured dried fruits require sulphites for mould and yeast control, colour, flavour and texture. There is no alternative with the same combined effect and cost profile.
1. EFSA’s 2025 update shows that both sets of reduced MPLs (Scenarios 1 and 2) lower dietary exposure, but the difference in exposure between them is limited, especially when realistic use levels are considered.
1. For apricots, raisins/sultanas and other dried fruits, Scenario 1 MPLs (2,000 mg/kg, 1,500 mg/kg, and 500 – 1.000 mg/kg, respectively) already impose significant pressure on producers while delivering the requested exposure reduction.
1. Opting for Scenario 2 (e.g. 1,500 mg/kg for apricots and 150 mg/kg for many other dried fruits) would only offer small gains in margin of exposure (EFSA Technical report, Update of the Dietary Exposure to SO2). At the same time, it would create serious compliance, supply and food‑waste problems, and shift trade flows away from the EU.
1. In the absence of new toxicological findings since 2022, we would request the Commission to adopt the higher of the proposed reduced levels for all affected dried fruit categories. Combined with good manufacturing practice and existing national controls, FRUCOM believes this is the most proportionate approach.
Please find the draft letter attached and provide your feedback until Friday, 17 July.
FRUCOM Draft letter - SO2







