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	FRUCOM ACTIVITIES
SAVE THE DATE/LINK TO JOIN: 17TH JUNE, 4.30 PM CET FRUCOM ONLINE SUSTAINABILITY WORKING GROUP
In co-ordination with the Chair Ms. Burcu Turkay, the meeting will take place on June 17th, 4.30 PM CET (Brussels) time.
The agenda will follow.
Microsoft Teams meeting
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/375208005145196?p=77hyA7wtXaXOkqNop5
Meeting ID: 375 208 005 145 196
Passcode: iq6z54PS
The main topics for the meeting will be:
ØState of Play of EU sustainability legislation affecting FRUCOM products and members
-Implementation of the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation
-Implementation of the EU Forced Labour Regulation
-Implementation of the EU Directive Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition (concerning greenwashing / environmental labelling)
ØExchange with EU officials on relevant policy concerns
AOB : Members are invited to address AOB points to the FRUCOM secretariat info@frucom.eu / lmofolo@frucom.eu

NUTRITION AND COMMUNICATION WORKING GROUP MEETING, MAY 28TH - REPORT AND PRESENTATIONS
On May 28th, the online meeting of the Nutrition and Communication Working Group took place. The focus of the discussion was the future of snacking and the role of nuts, peanuts and dried fruits. 
Phil Gowland, WG chair and Commercial Director and Director of Health at Whitworths, gave an overview on GLP-1 medications and why are they reshaping the conversation on nutrition and snacking.
Sebastian Emig, Director General at the European Snacks Association (ESA) presented market trends and changing consumer behaviours related to snacking.
The FRUCOM office provided an overview of the latest nutrition and communication activities, including an update on the Portion Size Guidance for Nuts and Peanuts. FRUCOM is currently working on the next steps for the Guidance, particularly regarding funding.
Meeting report: NC WG May 28_report
PowerPoint presentations:
FRUCOM Working Group Intro
FRUCOM - 28 May
Martina Zurli_FRUCOM Presentation May 2026 




ALL PRODUCTS
EU-US TRADE AGREEMENT: EU PARLIAMENT INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMITTEE TO VOTE ON JOINT TEXT ON 2 JUNE
The EU Parliament’s International Trade Committee (INTA) will hold an extraordinary meeting as well as several joint meetings with other committees.
On 2 June, between 9:00 and 10:00 Members will exchange and vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations on the so-called "Turnberry" legislative proposals – the two pieces of legislation implementing EU tariff commitments under the August 2025 EU-US Joint Statement.
The vote will be on the joint compromise text reached at the end of trilogue negotiations on 20 May between the Parliament and the Council (representing Member States).
Should the INTA Committee vote in favour of the joint compromise text, the text will then be voted in the Parliament’s June Plenary, on 16 June,

EU-US TRADE: COUNCIL AND PARLIAMENT CONCLUDE INTER-INSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS ON TEXT, NEXT STEP IS VOTE AT PARLIAMENT ON THIS TEXT
On 20th May the European Parliament’s Chair of the International Trade Committee (INTA), confirmed that the EU co-legislators (European Parliament and the Member States, represented by the Council) had reached an agreement on the deal between the EU and US.
The main changes to the text which the co-legislators agreed on, that would be relevant for agricultural products of concern to FRUCOM members, would be the following:
Sunset clause
The main regulation on industrial and agri-food imports will expire on 31 December 2029.
Strengthened suspension clause
The Commission will also be able to suspend tariff preferences if the United States fails to address the Union’s concerns regarding the tariff treatment of Union exports which until 24 February 2026 benefitted from the 15% all-inclusive tariff ceiling.
Safeguard mechanism
The co-legislators also agreed to establish a safeguard mechanism in the event that the tariff preferences granted to the US lead to increases in imports that threaten to cause serious injury to EU industry, including the agricultural sector.
Once the text has been formally approved by the co-legislators, the new legislation will enter into force on the day after its publication in the EU’s official journal
More information:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260518IPR43407/agreement-reached-to-put-eu-us-trade-on-a-more-stable-footing


ORGANICS: UPCOMING CIVIL DIALOGUE GROUP MEETING AGENDA (5 JUNE)
FRUCOM will participate in the upcoming Civil Dialogue Group meeting, on 5 June.
The agenda will cover previously reported topics such as:
1. EU Organic Action Plan.
1. Organic Simplification initiative - https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5956:organics-council-agrees-on-mandate-for-negotiations-with-european-parliament-targeted-simplification.html
1. Commission Report on the implementation of Article 29 of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 - https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5938:organics-commission-report-on-the-presence-and-management-of-non-authorised-substances-in-organic-products.html
The full agenda is available as an attachment: 2026-06-05 CDG Organic Farming Agenda

CONTAMINANTS: ACRYLAMIDE UPDATES
FRUCOM has received updated information on the timing for discussions on Acrylamide by the Commission and Member States.
This was previously discussed in FRUCOM's Dried Fruit and Nuts WG: https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5917:frucom-dried-fruit-and-nuts-working-group-21-april-meeting-notes-and-presentations.html
1. The Contaminants Working Group (CWG) meeting is planned for mid-June.
1. A targeted stakeholders’ consultation will be sent at the end of June, deadline early September 2026.
1. The stakeholder’s forum will take place between 6 and 16 July 2026.
1. A tentative vote for adoption by Member States at Standing Committee meeting (SCOPAFF) could take place in September or October. 

EU AND MEXICO SIGN MODERNISED TRADE AGREEMENT
During the 8th EU–Mexico Summit in May 2026, the EU and Mexico signed the Modernised Global Agreement and the Interim Trade Agreement.
The EU was represented by President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Council António Costa, High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Kaja Kallas, and Commissioner for Trade and Economic Security Maroš Šefčovič.
Next steps
Following the signature of the Modernised Global Agreement and the Interim Trade Agreement, the EU and Mexico follow their respective procedures to ratify the agreements.
On the EU side, this means that the Modernised Global Agreement is subject to ratification by all Member states, following their national procedures.
At the same time, the Interim Trade Agreement will follow EU-only ratification process as it falls under EU exclusive competences. This will require the consent of the European Parliament and the adoption of a decision on the conclusion by the Council, after which it will enter into force.
The Interim Trade Agreement will expire once the Modernised Global Agreement enters into force.
Modernised Global Agreement (MGA) and interim Trade Agreement (iTA):
·Questions and answers
·Infographic – Key Facts
·Factsheet - General benefits
·Factsheet - Agriculture
·Factsheet - Critical raw materials
·Factsheet - Sustainability
Appendix B - Tariff Rate Quotas - EU
Members can refer for more information at the following circular for TRQs of concern to FRUCOM: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5947:eu-mexico-eu-council-endorses-on-trade-agreement-with-mexico.html
More information: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_1136

PESTICIDES: EU REMOVES AUTHORISATION FOR THE ACTIVE SUBSTANCES METHOXYFENOZIDE, PENTHIOPYRAD AND TERPENOID BLEND QRD 460
The European Commission has published Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/1154 of 29 May 2026 amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 as regards the deletion of methoxyfenozide, penthiopyrad and terpenoid blend QRD 460 from the list of active substances approved under Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009.
The referenced active substances are thus no longer approved to be used in the EU.
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union (published 29 May).
It is available at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202601154 

PESTICIDES: EFSA ASSESSES PROQUINAZID AS AN ENDOCRINE DISRUPTOR
The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has published its peer review of the pesticide risk assessment of the active substance proquinazid.
The main conclusions are as follows:
1. Proquinazid is an endocrine disruptor (ED) in humans, leading to a critical area of concern.
1. In the area of ecotoxicology, a low risk was concluded for birds, mammals (acute), aquatic organisms, bees, soil organisms, non-target terrestrial plants and organisms involved in biological methods for sewage treatment. A high long-term risk to mammals and a high in-field risk to non-target arthropods other than bees was concluded for several representative uses.
1. In the area of mammalian toxicology, data gaps are identified.
1. In the area of residues and consumer risk assessment from the consumption of drinking water, multiple data gaps.
1. In the area of environmental fate and behaviour, a data gap remains.
FRUCOM database: Small amount of data on a number of products, with a residual number of detections in raisins and sultanas.
The document is available at: https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10063

PESTICIDES: EFSA ASSESSMENT ON UPDATED MRLS FOR ACEQUINOCYL (SMALL FRUITS AND BERRIES)
EFSA has published its assessment on the modification of the existing maximum residue levels for acequinocyl in cane fruits and other small fruits and berries
The data submitted in support of this MRL application were found to be sufficient to derive MRL proposals of 0.8 mg/kg for cane fruits and other small fruits and berries. A higher MRL (2 mg/kg) was proposed (not yet implemented) for several berries, in the context of a previous MRL assessment. For honey, no modification of the current MRL is required. 
The proposed MRLs (mg/kg) are:
1. Blackberries - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Dewberries - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Raspberries (red and yellow) - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Other cane fruits - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Blueberries - 2 (current 0.01).
1. Cranberries - 2 (current 0.01).
1. Currants (red, black and white) - 2 (current 0.01).
1. Gooseberries (green, red and yellow) - 2 (current 0.01).
1. Rose hips - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Mulberries (black and white) - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Azarole/Mediteranean medlar - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Elderberries - 0.8 (current 0.01).
1. Other small fruit & berries - 0.8 (current 0.01).
FRUCOM database: residual data, no detections.
The document is available at: https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10101
PESTICIDES: EU NOTIFIES WTO OF NEW MRLS FOR IMAZALIL AND MANDIPROPAMID IN SEVERAL PRODUCTS
The EU has notified the WTO of new maximum residue levels for carbofuran, imazalil, mandipropamid, propaquizafop, quizalofop-P-ethyl and quizalofop-P-tefuryl. Please find the new levels below, as relevant for FRUCOM members (mg/kg):
Imazalil:
1. Citrus fruits - 7 (from 4, 5 or 0.01).
1. Bananas - 3 (from 0.01).
1. Cucumbers - 0.08 (from 0.5).
1. Gherkins - 0.08 (from 0.5).
1. Courgettes - 0.08 (from 0.1)
1. Melons - 0.01 (from 2).
Mandipropamid:
1. Sweet peppers/bell peppers - 0.07 (from 1).
1. Cucurbits with inedible peel - 0.4 (from 0.5, 0.4 or 0.3).
FRUCOM database: Some data on imazalil, especially in sultanas, with a residual number of exceedances. Mandipropamid is in the top 30 most detected pesticides in 2025.
All information is available at: https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=U918&viewData=%20G%2FSPS%2FN%2FEU%2F943

PESTICIDES: POLAND OFFICIALLY BANS IMPORT OF PRODUCTS CONTAINING RESIDUES OF 4 ACTIVE SUBSTANCES
Poland has published a Regulation that lowers maximum residue levels (MRLs) for the active substances carbendazim (including benomyl), glufosinate, and thiophanate-methyl. It will apply from 7 June on products in the Polish market.
This topic was discussed in a previous FRUCOM circular: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5863:pesticides-poland-bans-import-of-products-containing-residues-of-5-active-substances.html
Please find the concerned products and MRLs (mg/kg) below:
1. Carbendazim (0.01): apples, apricots, cherries, grapefruit, grapes, lemons, limes, mandarins, mangoes, medlars, oranges, peaches, pears, papayas, plums, quinces, other pome fruits, beans (with pods), Brussels sprouts, eggplants, mushrooms, peas (with pods), tomatoes, barley, honey.
1. Glufosinate (0.03): eggplants, papayas, beans (with pods), peas (with pods), potatoes, tomatoes.
1. Thiophanate-methyl (0.01): apples, apricots, cherries, grapefruit, grapes (wine), lemons, limes, mandarins, mangoes, medlars, melons, oranges, peaches, pears, papayas, plums, quinces, watermelons, other pome fruits, Brussels sprouts, eggplants, okra, pumpkins, tomatoes, honey.
The Regulation (in Polish) is available at: https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/POL/26_02678_00_x.pdf

FOOD FRAUD: APRIL 2026 EU AGRI-FRAUD SUSPICIONS
The Commission has published the April 2026 edition of its monthly report on agri-fraud suspicions.
The monthly report covers food, feedingstuff, materials and articles intended to come into contact directly or indirectly with food, animal welfare issues for farmed animals, plant protection products, veterinary medicinal products and other inputs that may end in the form of residues and contaminants in food and feed.
This month, 188 suspicions were retrieved from 859 iRASFF notifications. Suspicions per product category:
1. Bivalve molluscs and products thereof - 1 (Unauthorised origin (country, operators, establishments...)).
1. Cephalopods and products thereof - 1 (Adulteration (ingredient substitution)).
1. Nuts, nut products and seeds - 1 (Residue of pesticide(s) not approved for use in the EU)).
1. Fish and fish products - 8 ( Adulteration (ingredient substitution), Unapproved process (concealment, enhancement), Undeclared process (concealment, enhancement), Method of capture and of production, Quantity (net, gross, weight, volume), Residues of veterinary medicines not compliant with EU MRLs).
1. Crustaceans and products thereof - 8 (Additives not compliant with EU MLs, Adulteration (ingredient substitution), Undeclared process (concealment, enhancement), Smuggling).
1. Fruits and vegetables - 14 (Unapproved process (concealment, enhancement), Undeclared process (concealment, enhancement), Quantity (net, gross, weight, volume), Food, ingredient not authorised in the EU, Residue of pesticide(s) not approved for use in the EU).
The report is available at: https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/3f01d034-4f91-46ff-bdc1-4d2428d6f46b_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202604.pdf

ADDITIVES/CONTAMINANTS: DRAFT STAKEHOLDER LETTERS ON EFSA'S DATA SUBMISSION SYSTEM - FOR YOUR FEEDBACK
FRUCOM has received two draft letters from the European associations CAOBISCO, EDA, ESA and UNESDA on EFSA's data submission system. This topic has been addressed in detail by EFSA in FRUCOM's October 2025 event: https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5602:joint-frucom-ceereal-event-2025-food-safety-discussion.html
The goal of the initiative is to raise concerns regarding the extremely complex and burdensome EFSA data submission process, both for use levels for additives and for chemical occurrence of contaminants. Please provide your feedback until Monday 8 June.
The draft letters are attached below:
Contaminants - EFSA data submission_CONTAMINANTS_joint industry letter_DRAFT_8 May 2026
Additives -  EFSA data submission_ADDITIVES_joint industry letter_DRAFT 8 May 2026

RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/21 (18/05/2026 - 24/05/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/21 (18/05/2026 - 24/05/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week21

RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/22 (25/05/2026 - 31/05/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/22 (25/05/2026 - 31/05/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week22

DRIED FRUIT & NUTS
CONTAMINANTS: UPDATES ON TIMELINE FOR VOTE ON NICKEL IN PECANS
FRUCOM has received updated information from the Commission on the vote for increased maximum levels (MLs) of nickel in pecans:
1. Due to delays in internal procedures, the vote on the amendment of the ML will not be possible in June as previously reported.
1. The Commission is also examining the possibility to have already the higher levels enforced through a statement to be agreed by Member States at the Standing Committee meeting of 19 June 2026.


	






