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	FRUCOM ACTIVITIES
REMINDER DOODLE: FRUCOM ONLINE SUSTAINABILITY WORKING GROUP MEETING IN JUNE
Members are invited to indicated their preferred dates using the doodle link below no later than Friday 22 May.
The dates proposed for the next online meeting of the Sustainability Working Group meeting are Monday 15th, Tuesday 16th, Wednesday 17th, Monday 22nd, or Tuesday 23rd June, all starting 16h30 CET (Brussels time).
https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/bDZKMLye
The main topics for the meeting will be:
> State of Play of EU sustainability legislation affecting FRUCOM products and members
-Implementation of the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation
-Implementation of the EU Forced Labour Regulation
-Implementation of the EU Directive Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition (concerning greenwashing / environmental labelling)
> Exchange with EU officials on relevant policy concerns
> AOB : Members are invited to address AOB points to the FRUCOM secretariat info@frucom.eu / lmofolo@frucom.eu no later than Friday 22 May.

ALL PRODUCTS
EU-US TRADE: EU PARLIAMENT INTERNATIONAL TRADE CHAIR SAYS NEGOTIATIONS COULD CONCLUDE ON 19 MAY
On 8 May, EU Parliament’s Chair of the International Trade Committee Bernd Lange released a statement in response to the US President’s Donald Trump announcement that he will give the European Union until July 4th to implement the so-called "Turnberry Deal," a trade agreement between the EU and the US reached last year. Otherwise, he threatened to impose new tariffs on European products.
In his statement, Mr Lange states that “Negotiations between Parliament and the Council have made significant progress this week. I am confident that we can conclude the process on May 19: out of European conviction and in accordance with our democratic processes and procedures. We are doing this with the utmost care and also swiftly.”
https://bernd-lange.de/meldungen/drohungen-aus-washington-klarer-kurs-aus-bruessel
The largest political group in the European Parliament, the European People's Party group, also issued a statement calling for the “swift conclusion of US trade deal to deliver certainty for businesses”
This followed the second round of negotiations on the EU-US “Turnberry” trade agreement with representatives of the EU member states and the European Commission. Željana Zovko MEP, the EPP Group’s lead MEP on trade relations with the US, said the talks have already delivered progress but now require stronger efforts to reach a swift conclusion.
More information: https://www.eppgroup.eu/newsroom/epp-group-calls-for-conclusion-of-the-us-trade-deal

CONTAMINANTS: COMMISSION/MEMBER STATES STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA - DISCUSSIONS ON MINERAL OILS (13 MAY)
The Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, Section Novel Food and Toxicological Safety of the Food Chain (SCOPAFF) will have a meeting on 13 May 2026. Please find a selection of relevant agenda items below:
Section B
Draft(s) presented for an opinion
B.01 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EU) 2023/915 as regards maximum levels of mineral oil aromatic hydrocarbons in food (PLAN/2023/2345)
B.02 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 333/2007 as regards the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of levels of mineral oil hydrocarbons in foodstuffs (PLAN/2023/2726)
The agenda is available at: https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/3e438015-3777-453e-8172-8288fcae2427_en?filename=reg-com_toxic_20260513_agenda.pdf

ANTIMICROBIALS AND INCREASED CONTROLS: STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA (12 MAY)
The Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, Section Controls and Import Conditions (SCOPAFF) will have a meeting on 12 May.
Please find relevant agenda items below:
Section B
Draft(s) presented for an opinion
B.02 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/405 as regards the restrictions of the prohibition on the use of certain antimicrobial medicinal products and repealing Implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/2598. (AVO) (PLAN/248/2026)
B.03 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 as regards the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from certain third countries. (IC) Amending act to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from certain third countries implementing Regulations (EU) 2017/625 and (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council. (PLAN/492/2026)
The agenda is available at: https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/3297f8de-9fb8-4cb3-8439-7465a0fd7357_en?filename=reg-com_cic_20260512_agenda.pdf


PESTICIDES: COMMISSION/MEMBER STATES STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA (18-19 MAY)
The Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, Section Phytopharmaceuticals - Residues (SCOPAFF) will have a meeting on 18 - 19 May 2026.
Please find relevant agenda items below:
Section B
Draft(s) presented for an opinion
B.01 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for acequinocyl, deltamethrin, dodine, maleic hydrazide, pinoxaden and prothioconazole in or on certain products (PLAN/2025/3053)
FRUCOM database (top 10/30 detected in 2025): deltamethrin and prothioconazole are in the top 30.
Some data on deltamethrin, with a residual number of exceedances in raisins and sultanas. Some data on dodine, especially in apricots, with a small number of exceedances. Some data on prothioconazole, with a residual number of detections.
Residual data on acequinocyl, maleic hydrazide, pinoxaden, no exceedances.
B.02 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for ametoctradin, cyflumetofen, diflufenican and milbemectin in or on certain products (PLAN/2026/701)
Some data on ametoctradin, with a residual number of exceedances in sultanas.  
Residual data on cyflumetofen, diflufenican, milbemectin, no exceedances.
B.03 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for azoxystrobin, etofenprox, fenpropidin, flupyradifurone, hexythiazox, imazalil, spinosad and tebufenozide in or on certain products (PLAN/2025/2744)
FRUCOM database (top 10/30 detected in 2025): Flupyradifurone is in the Top10, azoxystrobin is in the top30.
Some data on azoxystrobin, especially in sultanas and raisins, with no exceedances. Some data on fenpropidrin, especially on peanuts, no exceedances. Some data on hexythiazox, especially in sultanas, no exceedances. Some data on imazalil, especially in sultanas, with a residual number of exceedances.
Residual data on etofenprox, spinosad, tebufenozide, no exceedances.
B.04 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for difenoconazole in or on certain products (PLAN/2024/2476)
FRUCOM database: this substance is in the top 30 most detected substances in 2025. There are some data points related to other years, mainly in sultanas and raisins, with no detections.
B.05 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for alpha-cypermethrin and cypermethrin in or on certain products (PLAN/2023/1863)
FRUCOM database: Cypermethrin is in the top 10 most detected substances in 2025.
Some data, especially on sultanas, raisins and dried apricots, no exceedances.
Section C
Draft(s) presented for discussion
C.01 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for azocyclotin, chlorfenapyr, cyhexatin, dicofol, endosulfan, fenarimol, fenpropathrin and profenofos in or on certain products (PLAN/2025/1425)
FRUCOM database (top 10/30 detected in 2025): chlorfenapyr is in the top 30.
Some data on chlorfenapyr, especially in sultanas and raisins, no exceedances. Some data on fenpropathrin, with a residual amount of exceedances in raisins. Some data on profenofos, especially in peanuts, with a residual amount of exceedances in raisins.
Residual data on dicofol, endosulfan, fenarimol, no exceedances.
No data on azocyclotin, cyhexatin. 
C.02 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for carbofuran, imazalil, mandipropamid, propaquizafop, quizalofop-P-ethyl, and quizalofop-P-tefuryl in or on certain products (PLAN/2025/2832)
FRUCOM database (top 10/30 detected in 2025): mandipropamid is in the top 30.
Some data on imazalil, especially in sultanas, with a residual number of exceedances. Propaquizafop has some data points, especially on peanuts, with no detections.
Residual data on carbofuran,  quizalofop-p-ethyl, no exceedances.
No data on quizalofop-p-tefuryl.
C.03 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for diazinon in or on certain products (PLAN/2025/3159)
This substance has a residual amount of data in the FRUCOM database, with no detections. This only concerns almonds.
C.04 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for bixlozone in or on certain products (PLAN/2026/987)
This substance has a residual amount of data in the FRUCOM database, with no detections.
The full agenda is available at: https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/acf58e67-118c-4ff6-8227-d69cd78f5366_en?filename=sc_phyto_20260518_ppr_agenda.pdf

EU-MEXICO: EU COUNCIL ENDORSES TRADE AGREEMENT WITH MEXICO/FROZEN STRAWBERRIES AND TUNA
On 11 May, the Council of the EU adopted two decisions authorising the signing of the EU-Mexico Political, Economic and Cooperation Strategic Partnership Agreement (the Modernised Global Agreement, MGA) and of the interim Trade Agreement (iTA) between the EU and Mexico.
The two agreements will require the consent of the European Parliament before they can be formally concluded by the Council. 
The iTA covers the trade and investment liberalisation aspects of the modernised partnership and will function as a stand-alone agreement until the full MGA enters into force. The iTA falls within the EU’s exclusive competence and therefore does not require ratification by individual EU member states. It will cease to apply once the MGA enters into force.
Following the decisions of 11 May, the EU and Mexico will proceed to the formal signing of both agreements – expected to take place during the EU-Mexico summit on 22 May 2026. The European Parliament will be asked to give its consent before the agreements can be formally concluded.
The MGA will fully enter into force once all EU member states and Mexico have completed ratification. The iTA will remain in effect until it is superseded by the entry into force of the full partnership agreement.
 Quotas of interest to FRUCOM:
8.Frozen Strawberries Transitional Tariff Rate Quota
Originating goods classified in a tariff line marked with the notation "TRQ-SY/5" in the tariff elimination schedule of the European Union in Appendix 2-A-1 and listed in subparagraph (e) shall be duty-free in the following annual aggregate quantities:
	Year
	Aggregate Annual Quantity (MT)

	1 to 4
	1 500



(b) As of the beginning of year five, the originating goods referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (e) shall be duty-free.
(c) Originating goods entered in excess of the aggregate quantities set out in subparagraph (a) shall be subject to the preferential tariff rate set out in Appendix 2-A-1 (Tariff Elimination Schedule for the European Union).
(d) The European Union shall administer this TRQ on a first come, first served basis.
(e) This TRQ applies to originating goods classified in tariff line 0811 10 90.
2.Tuna Preparations Transitional Tariff Rate Quota
(a) Originating goods classified in a tariff line marked with the notation "TRQ-TN1/7" in the tariff elimination schedule of the European Union in Appendix 2-A-1 and listed in subparagraph (h), shall be subject to in-quota tariff rates specified in paragraphs (b) and (c) in the following aggregate quantities:
	Year
	Aggregate Annual Quantity (MT)

	1
	12 000

	2
	12 500

	3
	13 000

	4
	13 500

	5
	14 000



 (c) Originating goods classified under tariff line 1604 14 90 shall be subject to an in-quota tariff rate of 7,1 %.
(d) Originating goods that entered in excess of the aggregate quantities set out in subparagraph (a) shall be subject to the preferential tariff rate set out in Appendix 2-A-1 (Tariff Elimination Schedule for the European Union).
(e) As of the beginning of year six, the originating goods referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (h) shall receive the applicable preferential tariff treatment set out in Appendix 2-A-1 (Tariff Elimination Schedule for the European Union) and the TRQ referred to in subparagraph (a) shall expire.
(f) As of the beginning of year seven, the originating goods referred to in subparagraph (a) and (h) shall be duty-free.
(g) The European Union shall administer this TRQ on a first come, first served basis.
(h) This TRQ applies to originating goods classified in the following tariff lines: 1604 14 21, 1604 14 28, 1604 14 31, 1604 14 38, 1604 14 41, 1604 14 48, 1604 14 90, 1604 19 39 and 1604 20 70.
11. Tuna Loins Products Transitional Tariff Rate Quota
(a) Originating goods classified in a tariff line marked with the notation "TRQ-TN2/5" in the tariff elimination schedule of the European Union in Appendix 2-A-1 and listed in subparagraph (f) shall be subject to an in-quota tariff rate of 6 % in the following aggregate annual quantities:
	Year
	Aggregate Annual Quantity (MT)

	1 to 3
	6 000



(b) Originating goods that entered in excess of the aggregate quantities set out in subparagraph (a) shall be subject to the preferential tariff rate set out in Appendix 2-A-1 (Tariff Elimination Schedule for the European Union).
(c) As of the beginning of year four, the originating goods referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (f) shall receive the applicable preferential tariff treatment set out in Appendix 2-A-1 (Tariff Elimination Schedule for the European Union) and the TRQ referred to in subparagraph (a) expires.
(d) As of the beginning of year five, the originating goods referred to in subparagraph (a) and (f) shall be duty-free.
(e) The European Union shall administer this TRQ on a first come, first served basis.
(f) This TRQ applies to originating goods classified in the following tariff lines: 1604 14 26, 1604 14 36 and 1604 14 46.
More information: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/05/11/eu-mexico-relations-council-endorses-agreements-to-boost-cooperation-and-trade/
Appendix B - Tariff Rate Quotas - EU (revised 2025)https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/5576989d-de04-4f88-88c2-4b2d090f56a8/details

ORGANICS/NUTS, DRIED FRUIT, PREPARED FRUIT AND VEGETABLES, SEAFOOD: COMMISSION REPORT ON NON-AUTHORISED SUBSTANCES IN ORGANIC PRODUCTS
The Commission has published a report on the implementation of Article 29 of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council on organic production and labelling of organic products, on the presence of products and substances not authorised for use in organic production
The report addresses the implementation of measures taken in the event of the presence of products and substances not authorised for use in organic production and on the assessment of the national rules. The report considers contamination reports submitted over the last three years by Member States, as well as a dedicated study by EFSA on the 21 substances not authorised for use in organic production which were most frequently found in organic products. The 21 analysed substances were the following, categorised by priority based on the FRUCOM database in 2025:
Top10 detected (data points/exceedances by category):
1. Fosetyl-Al - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (361/3), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (207/7), preparations of meat, of fish or of custraceans, molluscs or other aquatic invertebrates (4/0).
1. Cypermethrin - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (66/2), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (12/0).
1. Boscalid - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (112/9), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (34/1).
1. Fluopyram - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (68/6), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (62/3).
1. Acetamiprid - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (95/2), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (10/1).
1. Cyprodinil - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (57/1), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (21/1).
Top30 detected (data points/exceedances by category):
1. Glyphosate - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (9/0), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (9/0).
1. Tebuconazole - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (148/9), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (29/2).
1. Pirimiphos-methyl - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (6/4), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (1/0).
1. Azoxystrobin - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (27/3), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (17/2).
1. Lambda-cyhalothrin - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (106/5), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (16/0), preparations of meat, of fish or of custraceans, molluscs or other aquatic invertebrates (1/0).
1. Spirotetramat - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (28/2), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (9/0).
1. Difenoconazole - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (96/0), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (47/0).
1. Deltamethrin - edible fruit and nuts, peel of citrusfruit or melons (58/5), preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants (14/0), preparations of meat, of fish or of custraceans, molluscs or other aquatic invertebrates (1/0).
Remaining substances - Imidacloprid, Folpet (sum), Chlormequat, Pendimethalin, Chloridazon, Pyriproxyfen, Fludioxonil.
Main conclusions:
1. Official investigations are, overall, initiated rapidly and often concluded within a reasonable time span. Similarly, measures to avoid the undue marketing as organic of products under investigation appear to work satisfactorily, although challenges remain with fresh products with a short shelf life.
1. The current system is working reasonably well, with no adjustment being needed at this early stage of implementation. Building on the various actors’ learning curve, the Commission expects to see further improvements in the operation of the system and stands ready to underpin this process by fostering further dialogue and exchange of experiences among all the stakeholders.
The report is available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2026%3A142%3AFIN&qid=1775027308098
The staff working document is available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD%3A2026%3A95%3AFIN&qid=1775027380897

OFFICIAL CONTROLS: COMMISSION ESTABLISHES MEMBER STATE EXPERT EXCHANGE PROGRAM
The Commission has published Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2026/1023 of 8 May 2026 establishing a programme for the exchange of staff of the competent authorities of the Member States with expertise in official controls on animals and goods entering the Union.
This measure comes in the context of the Omnibus for Food and Feed Safety, extensively discussed in previous FRUCOM communications.
The Commission thus establishes a programme for the exchange of staff of the competent authorities responsible for the organisation of official controls and other official activities. The goal is to increase the consistency and efficiency of these controls, while identifying common challenges and best practices. The experts will provide reports to the Commission which will be used to develop guidance documents and, where appropriate, follow-up measures. This will be used to strengthen the cooperation between the Commission and competent authorities to promote the consistent application of official controls.
The program will run for 3 years (until 14 May 2029).
The Regulation is available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202601023

CONTAMINANTS: PFAS WEBINAR BY EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY (PRESENTATIONS)
The European Chemicals Agency had a webinar on its Risk Assessment Committee’s opinion on the restriction proposal of PFAS. This was reported on a previous FRUCOM circular: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5903:contaminants-pfas-webinar-by-european-chemicals-agency.html
Please find an overview of the main conclusions below:
If derogations granted, emissions still to be minimised as much as possible. Harmonised enforcement and standardised analytical methods are essential for implementation. RAC recommends additional risk management measures for allowed uses:
1. Supply-chain communication,
1. Consumer information on safe use and waste disposal,
1. Monitoring emissions and reporting,
1. Site-specific industrial PFAS management plans.
The webinar recording is available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-28-J8hh6w
The presentation is available as an attachment: 260507_pfas_webinar_all_slides_en
PESTICIDES/RAISINS AND DRIED PEPPERS: EFSA PUBLISHES THE 2024 EUROPEAN UNION REPORT ON PESTICIDE RESIDUES IN FOOD
EFSA has published the 2024 European Union report on pesticide residues in food.
The report assessed samples resulting from the EU-coordinated control programme (EU MACP), national control programmes (MANCP) or a combination of those programs. The FRUCOM products assessed in this report were table grapes (dried) and sweet peppers/bell peppers (dried).
In 2024, 9842 samples were analysed as part of the EU-coordinated multiannual control programme subset, of which 1.2% were found to be non-compliant. National sampling procedures were used in 86,449 samples where the non-compliant rate was 1.8%. Increased import control programme accounted for 39,433 samples with a 3.6% non-compliant rate.
Overall, the estimated dietary risk was found to be low for most of the EU subpopulation groups and assessed substances. Recommendations are provided to risk managers to increase the effectiveness of European control systems and to ensure a high level of consumer protection throughout the EU.
An overview of the report is available here: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/pesticide-residues-food-latest-data-released
The full report is available here: https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10054

RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/19 (04/05/2026 - 10/05/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/19 (04/05/2026 - 10/05/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week19

DRIED FRUIT & NUTS
DRIED CRANBERRIES: DG TAXUD REPLY TO FRUCOM AND INDUSTRY LETTER ON END-USE OBLIGATION FOR IMPORTS OF DRIED CRANBERRIES
On 5 May, FRUCOM received a letter from Mr Gerassimos Thomas, Director-General of TAXUD, European Commission, replying to the FRUCOM letter of the 13th of April 2026.
The Commission’s letter can be found here:
20260421 reply to EU associations letter on sweetened dried cranberries suspension_
FRUCOM has already contacted members to support them in further steps to write to their national authorities for a request to stop the end use obligation for imports of dried cranberries under duty suspensions.

REQUEST FOR MEMBER FEEDBACK: EUROPEAN COMMISSION PROJECT TO MAP EU COMPANIES IN CASHEW VALUE CHAIN
FRUCOM has received a request for member feedback on a project to map EU companies (trading and import companies, processors) in the cashew and soybean value chains that are active (or intends to operate) in targeted African partner countries (Mozambique, Tanzania, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal, Togo and Benin). The aim is to understand the presence, activities, and interests of EU companies in these value chains and to assist the European Commission in a future programming and investment agenda of the EU in this region.
In order to identify the main players in the European private sector operating in these sectors and countries, FRUCOM and targeted companies are asked to respond to a short survey
Final inputs will help the European Commission assess the role and potential of EU firms in the partner countries and future programs in the region.







