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	· FRUCOM ACTIVITIES
· Reminder: Invitation: 15 October FRUCOM exchanges with European Commission officials in Brussels
FRUCOM is holding in-person meetings with EU Commission officials on 15 October in Brussels.
These exchanges will be held the day prior to the annual industry conference that takes place on 16 October, jointly with CEEREAL (the European breakfast cereals and oat millers association) to take advantage of the physical presence of FRUCOM members in Brussels.
The exchange with Mr Matthias JORGENSEN, Acting Director for The Americas, Agriculture and Food Safety in DG TRADE is confirmed.
Invitations have also been sent to DG TRADE – unit for Southeast Asia, DG AGRI – unit for US and Americas, DG TAXUD – unit for Rules of Origin.
The programme will be updated in due course.
Please confirm your interest in attending the exchanges
FRUCOM members who are interested in attending the meetings with the EU Commission officials are kindly asked to confirm their participation to lmofolo@frucom.eu

· ALL PRODUCTS
· Official Journal: EU extends suspension of EU-US Tariff Rebalancing Measures
On 31 July, the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/1893 of 30 July 2026 suspending commercial rebalancing measures concerning certain products originating in the United States of America and certain products exported from the Union to the United States of America imposed by Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/1564 was published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 31 July 2026.
The European Commission adopted an Implementing Regulation extending the suspension of EU rebalancing measures on US exports to the European Union. The
decision means that the rebalancing measures, adopted last summer in the context of the risk of very high US tariffs on EU exports, will remain suspended without an end-date.
The adopted Commission Implementing Regulation will ensure the continuation of the suspension adopted earlier this year via Commission Implementing regulation 2026/295, which was set to expire on 6 August 2026.
The Commission will keep the suspension of the rebalancing measures under continuous review.
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/1893 of 30 July 2026 shall apply from 7 August 2026.
More information: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/1893/oj
· Contaminants: Commission consultation on acrylamide - Your feedback needed
FRUCOM has received a request from the European Commission as part of a stakeholder consultation on the review of the existing benchmark levels, establishment of benchmark levels for other foods and the setting of maximum levels of acrylamide in some foods. This follows a previous FRUCOM circular on the topic: 
https://frucom.eu/circulars/5963:contaminants-acrylamide-updates.html
The draft Benchmark MLs for relevant products are as follows (μg/kg):
2. Fruit chips - 250
2. Vegetable crisps - 1500
2. Table olives processed - 800
2. Fried onions - 1000
2. Cocoa powder - 450
2. Jarred fruits and vegetables other than jarred olives - 600
The attachments include draft benchmark and maximum levels for acrylamide in certain foods, including a short background. An additional document includes possible mitigation measures. Please provide your feedback until 31 August.
The documents are available below:
Discussion paper ACRYLAMIDE-for targeted stakeholder-consultation-Clean
Mitigation measures for posible inclusion Reg 2017-2158

· Pesticides: EU extends expiration date of approval for a number of basic substances
The European Commission has published Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/1826 of 28 July 2026 amending Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 as regards the extension of the approval periods of the active substances aclonifen, amisulbrom, Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain MBI 600, beflubutamid, clomazone, cyantraniliprole, cyprodinil, daminozide, dichlorprop-P, dimethachlor, fludioxonil, formetanate, fosetyl, isofetamid, metalaxyl, metazachlor, penconazole, phenmedipham, pirimicarb, pyraclostrobin and S-abscisic acid.
Please find the new expiration dates below:
3. Pyraclostrobin, the date is replaced by ‘15 December 2026’;
3. Phenmedipham, the date is replaced by ‘30 September 2027’;
3. Daminozide, the date is replaced by ‘15 December 2027’;
3. Pirimicarb, the date is replaced by ‘31 July 2027’;
3. Cyprodinil, the date is replaced by ‘31 July 2027’;
3. Fosetyl, the date is replaced by ‘31 January 2028’;
3. Dichlorprop-P, the date is replaced by ‘31 October 2027’;
3. Formetanate, the date is replaced by ‘30 September 2027’;
3. Beflubutamid, the date is replaced by ‘31 July 2028’;
3. Fludioxonil, the date is replaced by ‘30 September 2027’;
3. Clomazone, the date is replaced by ‘31 December 2027’;
3. Aclonifen, the date is replaced by ‘31 March 2029’;
3. Metazachlor, the date is replaced by ‘31 May 2029’;
3. Dimethachlor, the date is replaced by ‘31 March 2029’;
3. Penconazole, the date is replaced by ‘15 February 2029’;
3. Metalaxyl, the date is replaced by ‘30 June 2029’;
3. S-abscisic acid, the date is replaced by ‘15 April 2029’;
3. Amisulbrom, the date is replaced by ‘15 March 2030’;
3. Cyantraniliprole, the date is replaced by ‘14 March 2030’;
3. Isofetamid, the date is replaced by ‘15 March 2030’;
3. Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain MBI 600, the date is replaced by ‘1 December 2029’.
FRUCOM database:
Small amount of data on aclonifen, amisulbrom, beflubutamid, clomazone, cyantraniliprole, daminozide, dichlorprop-P, dimethachlor, formetanate, fosetyl, isofetamid, metazachlor, phenmedipham, pirimicarb, – no exceedances.
Some data on cyprodinil, fludioxonil, especially in raisins and sultanas – no exceedances. Some data on penconazole, especially in raisins, sultanas and peanuts – no exceedances. Some data on pyraclostrobin, especially in sultanas and raisins – residual number of exceedances.
No data on Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain MBI 600 and s-abscisic acid.
Top10/30 in 2025: Metalaxyl and metalaxyl-M (jointly), cyprodinil, fosetyl, are in the top 10 most detected pesticides in 2025. Pyraclostrobin is in the top 30.
All information is available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202601826
· Contaminants: EU publishes maximum levels of 3-MCPD fatty acid esters and glycidyl fatty acid esters in certain foods
The Commission has published Regulation (EU) 2026/1825 of 29 July 2026 amending Regulation (EU) 2023/915 as regards maximum levels of 3-monochloropropanediol (3-MCPD), 3-MCPD fatty acid esters and glycidyl fatty acid esters in certain foods. Please refer to a previous FRUCOM circular and letter to the Commission on the topic: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5364:contaminants-3-mcpd-consultation,-frucom-letter.html
The maximum levels are set for the Sum of 3-monochloropropanediol (3-MCPD) and 3-MCPD fatty acid esters, expressed as 3-MCPD, and Glycidyl fatty acid esters, expressed as glycidol. These concern oils of vegetable an animal origin in different configurations, as well as compound foods.
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union (published on 7 August 2026).
All information is available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202601825
· Packaging Regulation: European Commission publishes updated Questions and Answers document
On 3rd August the European Commission published the updated Questions and Answers document for the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation.
The document clarifies some issues and answers questions that have been received by DG Environment since the adoption of the Regulation. This document complements the Commission Notice - Guidance document for Regulation 2025/40 (EU) on packaging and packaging waste (hereinafter ‘Commission guidance document’).
This update includes new information on who the ‘manufacturer’ is of branded packaging.
According to the PPWR (Article 3(1), point (12)), if a packaging does not bear a name or trademark, the manufacturer will be the natural or legal person who manufactures packaging or packaged products.
Where a natural or legal person has packaging or a packaged product designed or manufactured under its own name or trademark, that person is to be considered the manufacturer. This is regardless of whether another trademark is displayed on the packaging or packaged product.
If a packaging bears a name or trademark, the manufacturer is the economic operator under whose name or trademark the packaging is placed on the market, even where another operator may physically carry out the manufacturing or filling. However, if this economic operator is a microenterprise, and if the supplier is located in the same Member State, the supplier of the packaging or packaged product will be manufacturer.
Additionally, the Commission also clarifies who the ‘manufacturer’ is if a packaged product bears a name of one company and a trademark of another company. A name or trademark on a packaging holds equal weight in terms of the status of manufacturer under the PPWR (Article 3(1), point (12)). Therefore, if one company manufactures, markets and distributes products under its own name, for example as the responsible food business operator, but under the trademark of another company, the status of manufacturer applies to the company which determines the packaging design and specifications.
The PPWR entered into force on 11 February 2025, and its general application date is 12 August 2026, but certain provisions apply later (e.g., recyclability, recycled content targets, packaging bans and reuse targets by 2030).
More information: https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/faq-packaging-and-packaging-waste-regulation-ppwr_en
· Contaminants: EFSA lowers safe level for exposure to TFA (PFAS)
The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has published an updated assessment on the safe level for exposure to Trifluoracetic acid (TFA), a by-product of PFAS. This topic has been discussed in a previous FRUCOM circular: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5936:contaminants-pfas-webinar-by-european-chemicals-agency-presentations.html
EFSA’s experts lowered the acceptable daily intake (ADI) to 0.014 milligrams per kilogram of bodyweight per day, down from the previous value of 0.05. The new ADI is about 3.5 times lower than the previous one. They also set a new acute reference dose of 0.07 milligrams per kilogram of body weight. These updated values are based on new evidence, which showed, among other effects, that TFA changes levels of thyroxine – a hormone produced by the thyroid gland that plays an important role in regulating the body.
In cooperation with the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), EFSA is currently examining how PFAS pesticides break down into TFA, and its fate and behaviour in soil and water. This assessment is expected to be completed by summer 2027.
All information is available at: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/efsa-lowers-safe-level-exposure-tfa
· EU Council Decision on the conclusion of the Interim Agreement on Trade between the European Union and the United Mexican States
The Council Decision (EU) 2026/1742 of 14 July 2026 on the conclusion of the Interim Agreement on Trade between the European Union and the United Mexican States was published in the Official Journal on 31 July 2026.
The Council through this decision approves the Interim Agreement on Trade between the European Union and the United Mexican States (the ‘ITA’)
The Decision entered into force on 14 July, the date of its adoption.
The ITA will enter into force on the first day of the second month following the date on which the EU and Mexico have notified each other of the completion of their respective internal procedures. Mexico is expected to conclude its internal ratification process after the summer. Following the exchange of these notifications, a two-month period will allow operators to prepare for the application of the new agreement.
More information: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec/2026/1510/oj
· RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/31 (27/07/2026 - 02/08/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/31 (27/07/2026 - 02/08/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week31

· DRIED FRUIT & NUTS
· Organics: Commission publishes initiative on High-risk organic and in-conversion products from non-EU countries (concerns sultanas from Türkiye)
The European Commission has published an initiative on "High-risk organic and in-conversion products from non-EU countries". This act concerns products from non-EU countries certified as organic that are considered to be high-risk due to their involvement in major, critical or repetitive cases of non-compliance that affect their integrity or their production. It lists these high-risk products (organic and in-conversion) and provides details on their country of origin and the necessary amount of identity checks, physical checks and sampling percentages for consignments.
Sultanas from Türkiye are included in this list. 10% of consignments will be subjected to identity and physical checks and at least one representative sample in third countries.
The deadline for comments is 24 August, midnight (Brussels time).
All information is available below:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14328-High-risk-organic-and-in-conversion-products-from-non-EU-countries-detailed-list_en
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