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	ALL PRODUCTS
EU-US TRADE: FRUCOM EXCHANGE WITH DG TAXUD ON IMPLEMENTATION OF REGULATION TO LIBERALISE MARKET ACCESS OF US GOODS & QUOTAS
 FRUCOM held an exchange with DG TAXUD on Friday 5 May, to discuss the implementation of the EU’s regulation liberalising market access for certain US products. This regulation is presently undergoing the voting procedure in the EU Parliament.
The main points of discussion with DG TAXUD concerned rules of origin and also the implementation of the trade provisions of the regulation.
 
Implementing Legislation
DG TAXUD noted that the quota numbers for US goods in the regulation are already included in the draft, as well as reference to how the quotas are to be managed by the European Commission and Member States.
Article 2
Opening of tariff quotas
1. Tariff quotas of the Union (‘quotas’) shall be opened for imports into the Union of the goods classified under the CN codes listed in Annex III and originating in the United States.
2. Within the quotas referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, the preferential duties referred to in Article 56(2), point (e), of Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 shall be the duty rates set out in the column ‘in-quota rate’ and up to the import volume quota set out in Annex III to this Regulation. Import quota volumes for each quota shall run for twelve-months periods starting on the date of entry into force of this Regulation. AG\1344387EN.docx 9/51 PE789.018v01-00 EN
3. The import volume quotas set out in Annex III to this Regulation shall be managed by the Commission and the Member States in accordance with the management system for tariff quotas provided for in Articles 49 to 54 of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/2447  (namely first come first served / chronological order of dates of acceptance of customs declarations for release for free circulation).
 
Entry into Force
The exact date of entry into force is not known and has not been confirmed by the European Commission. Based on information in the public domain, DG TAXUD in its weekly quota report gives an indicative start of the date of the quotas under the Regulation as 1 July. Since the regulation will apply on the date after its publication in the Official Journal, it is therefore expected or can be deduced, that the publication in the Official Journal could be 30 June. However, this start date is not confirmed by the European Commission, and FRUCOM will share the start date when this is confirmed.
 
Rules of Origin
The proposed regulation states:
Article 5 Rules of origin
For the purposes of this Regulation, the origin of a good shall be determined in accordance with rules on non-preferential origin as referred to in Title II, Chapter 2, Section 1 of Regulation (EU) No 952/2013, until rules on preferential origin as referred to in Article 64(2)or (3) of that Regulation have been adopted.
During the exchange, DG TAXUD clarified that in order to ensure non-circumvention, DG TAXUD would prepare an implementing act that will make imports subject to direct transportation rule. (see: https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content/direct-transport-or-non-manipulation-or-non-alteration-rules )
Tariff quota for nuts
The tariff quota for nuts of 500,000 tonnes will be zero duty. It covers CN 0802 Other nuts, fresh or dried, whether or not shelled or peeled, and CN 2008 19 Nuts and other seeds, including mixtures, prepared or preserved (excluding groundnuts). The order number of the quota is 09.9005.
FRUCOM remains in contact with DG TAXUD for further follow up on the implementation of the regulation.
Members can address their questions to lmofolo@frucom.eu
More information: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/INTA/AG/2026/06-02/1344387EN.pdf
EU PARLIAMENT’S TRADE COMMITTEE APPROVES DEAL ON EU-US TRADE AGREEMENT, PLENARY VOTE DUE ON 16 JUNE
On 2 June, the European Parlaiment's International Trade Committee (INTA) voted on the proposal on EU tariff commitments under the EU-US Joint Statement.
MEPs approved the provisional agreement, reached on 2 May 2026 with the EU Council, implementing EU tariff commitments under the August 2025 EU-US Joint Statement.
The two legislative acts were adopted by 31 votes in favour, 6 against, and with 3 abstentions (adjustment of customs duties and opening of tariff quotas for the import of certain goods originating in the US); and 32 votes in favour, 6 against, and with 3 abstentions (non-application of customs duties on imports of certain goods – lobster package).
The revised legislation will:
- introduce a sunset clause, establishing that tariff preferences on industrial and agri-food imports will expire on 31 December 2029 unless renewed
- include safeguard mechanisms to protect the EU’s industrial and agricultural sectors
- reinforce the suspension clause provisions
- sets clear conditions for tariff reductions on steel and aluminum derivatives
Next steps
Parliament as a whole will vote on the two regulations on Tuesday 16 June in Strasbourg. The Council will then have to approve the agreed texts.
Once formally approved by the EU co-legislators, the new legislation will enter into force on the day after its publication in the EU’s Official Journal.
More information: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260601IPR44415/trade-committee-approves-deal-on-eu-us-trade-agreement 

ORGANICS: CIVIL DIALOGUE GROUP MEETING NOTES (5 JUNE)
FRUCOM attended the Meeting of the Civil Dialogue Group (CDG) on Organic Farming on Friday, which took place on 5 June 2026. The presentations have not yet been made available, and the agenda is available as an attachment:
2026-06-05 CDG Organic Farming Agenda 1
Please find the meeting notes below:
1. Update of the EU Organic Action Plan
The current action plan was implemented in 2021. In December 2025, the Commission announced it would be updated (discussions ongoing). Evaluation of the implementation of the current action plan by participants (Organics Processing and Trade Association - OPTA, EU farmers cooperative - COPA, Organics International - IFOAM):
Successes:
1. Crucial role in encouraging Member States to set their own organic targets and action plans.
1. Positive role in raising consumer awareness of organics.
1. Setting up the organic e-certificate in TRACES.
Improvements needed:
1. Market stimulation on EU exports, not just internal market. Targeted/additional promotion policy for EU exports with Geographical Indications (GIs).
1. Strengthen the role of the EU organic producer (also via the Common Agricultural Policy). The production and processing sectors are getting centralised into bigger players. SMEs are being bought or driven out of the market due to e.g. unprofitability, administrative costs, heavy bureaucracy.
1. MS impose some barriers in national organic markets.
1. More effort in communication/awareness to the EU consumer (organic logo, GIs, tight food safety controls, etc.). Even in MS with high organic consumption (reference to a Danish survey showing low knowledge about EU organic logo/sector/facts). Commission informational material should be used by MS and stakeholders to inform consumers. Need to fight greenwashing.
1. More streamlining and use of organic to support goals in other policy areas (such as sustainability, environment, social).
Suggestions on the content of the new EU Organic Action plan are accepted by the Organic unit no later than September 2026. No fundamental changes to the Action plan are intended. Current expectations to present the new Action plan in 2027. A broader call for evidence will be launched later, when the Commission publishes more concrete timeline for the publication of the updated Action plan.
3. State of play of the roadmap to reduce the burden on organic operators and national administrations
Ongoing work on delegated acts (drafts/agendas available at Commission Expert Groups), with indicative timings:
1. Simplification of criteria for biocides (plants, animals, aquaculture) – Q3 2026.
1. Update of lists of biocides (plants, animals, aquaculture) – Q3 2026.
1. Certificate of Inspection modification – Q3 2026.
1. Low risk and basic substances list updates – Q3 2026.
1. Criteria for high-risk products – Q3 2026.
1. Review of the roadmap – Q1 2028.
4. Update EGTOP (Expert Group for Technical Advice on Organic Production)
Currently reviewing additional elements of the organic framework, some of which are related to aquaculture (as published in the roadmap in December 2025):
1. The 2023 document on obstacles to Organic aquaculture based on stakeholder requests will be considered in this review. Points include feed material, breeding, etc.
1. Public consultation with DG MARE in 8-12 June will also concern organic aquaculture.
7. Europe Market update
Key trends in EU markets by IFOAM Europe:
1. Market momentum: Organic retail sales increased across Europe, led by the largest national markets.
1. Consumption: Switzerland continued to set the benchmark for per-capita consumption and market share (12.3% of all food retail); Denmark and Austria (11.9%) remained among the leading countries by market share.
1. Production: Europe’s organic area remained largely unchanged overall, with differing developments across countries; Spain continued to have the largest total organic farmland area (corresponding to 13% of total agricultural area). Conversion rate has slowed.
1. Challenges for organic producers: profitability, rising production costs, administrative burden, policy uncertainty and climate-related risks.
The increase in consumer demand for organic, together with the decrease in public support for organic in the last years, raise the need to invest in predictability to support the organic sector in the long term.
9. Discussion on the Commission Report on the implementation of Article 29 of Regulation (EU) 2018/848
Commission: Context of the EU Organic regulatory framework - Organic as certification of process or the final product? Unavoidable strongarm between stakeholders. The current status quo was the result of a lengthy and complex process of negotiation between MS after the Commission’s proposal.
Report:
1. The goal is to inform the discussion with MS by providing a consolidated overview of the available data. It acknowledges non-ideal data, conclusions and assessments, as well as shortcomings in the system.
1. Range of products with pesticide non-compliances – 0 to 4%. Conventional – 0 to 18%.
1. No need for a substantial revision of the system. Harmonisation of practices between MS (not criteria) is one of the needs. The previously mentioned political compromise between MS allowed those who had criteria in place to keep them
1. The report has been received by most organic stakeholders as a reasonably convincing, positive work – including by the MEPs of the COMAGRI committee in the EP.
Comments on the context of the ongoing work:
Organic is the only type of production that is certified at EU level, with mostly harmonized regulation. This means that any changes need to be considered and made functional for all EU MS, which creates highly difficult and slow discussions. The Commission is aware of the lack of full harmonisation in some processes.
The Commission considers that following careful processes in Organic EU regulation is also a necessity to keep the integrity and level of quality in EU organic products, supported by work with experts and stakeholders.

OMNIBUS/PESTICIDES: DRAFT COUNCIL POSITION ON COMMISSION PROPOSAL FOR AMENDING THE MRLS REGULATION
FRUCOM has received information on the ongoing discussions within the Council of the EU regarding the Commission's proposal to amend the MRLs Regulation. The proposal is part of the Omnibus X package for Food and Feed Safety, extensively reported in past FRUCOM circulars. This includes signing a joint position paper with other stakeholders in the Agrifood chain:
https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5902:pesticides-position-paper-on-the-role-of-ppps-in-balancing-eu-production,-imports,-and-exports-for-your-feedback.html
https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5735:omnibus-commission-publishes-proposal-on-omnibus-package-for-food-and-feed-safety.html
Current discussions in the Council reveal three distinct positions taken by Member States:
1. one group supporting the amendment as proposed by the Commission.
1. a second group supporting an amendment more stringent than the one proposed by the Commission. This group argued that the risk-based approach currently in use was not aligned with the precautionary principle and that, for substances that are not approved in the Union and that have certain particularly hazardous properties, the MRLs based on good agricultural practices in third countries or on the Codex Alimentarius should be automatically lowered to technical zero.
1. a third group supporting to maintain the status quo, namely, to reject any amendment of the MRL Regulation until the general Impact Assessment (IA) has been carried out.
The Council Presidency has concluded its position in a draft Compromise text:
1. The Presidency keeps the principle of lowering existing MRLs to technical zero for a substance if a case by case IA justifies it. It also broadens the scope of substances covered, not only to substances with certain particularly hazardous properties, but also to substances whose specific conditions of use lead to unacceptable risks to honeybees or groundwater - subject to an EFSA assessment.
1. It further includes the term “import tolerance”, previously repealed in the Commission's proposal. It defines it as an MRL based on good agricultural practices (GAP), whether in the Union and or a third country.
1. When implementing new MRLs, transitional arrangements should equally apply to products under storage in a third country for the purpose of sale on the Union market, including offering for sale or any other form of transfer, to ensure equal treatment between imported and domestic products.
The Permanent Representatives Committee is now analysing the proposal. The Presidency of the Council aims to achieve an agreement on a mandate for negotiations with the European Parliament on the proposal "as soon as possible". 

CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY DUE DILIGENCE: FRUCOM FEEDBACK ON REVISED SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING STANDARDS
FRUCOM provided feedback to an EU proposed voluntary reporting standard for smaller companies. See: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/17232-Sustainability-reporting-standard-for-voluntary-use/F33441912_en
Specifically, the proposed voluntary standards concern sustainability reporting by companies not subject to mandatory CSRD requirements by introducing a “value chain cap”: CSRD in‑scope companies cannot require value‑chain partners with 1000 employees or less to provide information beyond what is set out in the voluntary standard.
The draft voluntary standard is based on EFRAG’s 2024 voluntary SME standard (VSME), which the Commission endorsed through a recommendation in 2025.
FRUCOM’s feedback focused on the need to increase the size of the cap for the companies that are required to provide the least amount of information in line with the voluntary reporting standard for smaller companies. The initial proposed size cap is companies with 10 employees or less, and FRUCOM proposes that it should be revised to companies with 50 employees or less, in line with the EU definition for the size of small companies.
More information: https://finance.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-seeks-feedback-revised-sustainability-reporting-standards-2026-05-06_en

OFFICIAL CONTROLS: COMMISSION DRAFT INCREASED CONTROLS REVISION (JUNE 2026)
The European Commission has shared the draft Increased Controls revision, amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 as regards the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from certain third countries.
Please find the changes relevant to FRUCOM products:
1. Added to Annex I - Groundnuts and products produced from groundnuts from Argentina (20% checks for aflatoxins).
The official publication is expected in the coming weeks. The drafts are available below:
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/532143/115229/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/532144/115229/1/attachment

CONTAMINANTS: UPCOMING WEBINAR ON NEW MOAH MAXIMUM LEVELS
The EU platform AGRINFO will organize a webinar on the new EU rules on MOAH, expected to apply from 1 January 2027.
This topic was addressed in a previous FRUCOM circular: https://www.frucom.eu/circulars/5957:contaminants-draft-mineral-oils-moh-levels-approved-by-member-states-in-standing-committee-meeting.html
The webinar will include presentations on:
1. The new maximum levels for MOAH, and recommendations on mineral oil saturated hydrocarbons (MOSH) and MOAH - Veerle Vanheusden, Directorate-General for Health & Food Safety, European Commission
1. Potential challenges, and strategies to be developed to comply with the new rules - Claus-Michael Brieber, Senior Quality Expert Food, Food Safety First
The webinar will be in English, with French and Spanish interpretation.
All information, including registration links, is available at: https://agrinfo.eu/book-of-reports/agrinfo-webinar-new-eu-rules-for-mineral-oil-aromatic-hydrocarbons/

RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/23 (01/06/2026 - 07/06/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/23 (01/06/2026 - 07/06/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week23

DRIED FRUIT & NUTS
CONTAMINANTS: UPCOMING FRUCOM MEETING ON DRIED FIGS FROM TÜRKIYE - FOR YOUR INPUT
FRUCOM is organising a meeting with members to discuss the state of play of dried figs from Türkiye, in coordination with the Aegean Exporters Association. The goal is to exchange ideas on how to move forward with the European authorities on the topics of dried figs and mycotoxins (aflatoxins, OTA, Alternaria).
This meeting will take place online, via Teams. A meeting invitation will be sent after scheduling.
Please indicate your availability using the link below until Friday, 12 June:
https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/dBX3y0na


	






