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	FRUCOM ACTIVITIES
FINAL CHANCE! JOINT EVENT ON EU AGRI-TRADE POLICYMAKING 18 MAY, BRUSSELS
[image: Event 18 May 2026 EU Institutions and Policy open registration]
FRUCOM Members can still register for the seminar on EU Agri-Trade Policymaking, organised by SACAR, which will take place on Monday 18 May 2026 from 14h00 in Brussels. This is a free event, but spaces are limited. Registration will close on 11 May.
The focus will be on understanding how EU agri-food policy and trade are developed and implemented. It will include a visit and exchange with EU officials in the principal location of the European Commission, the Charlemagne building, and the opportunity to meet other business members from SACAR's network.
14:00 – 16:30: A guided tour of the European Commission’s Charlemagne building and Presentation on the role of the European Commission in EU policymaking and legislation, followed by an exchange with Commission official(s) on a specific EU policy of direct interest to the group: Trade, Agriculture and food, Customs and taxation.
17:00 – 18:30: A Presentation about EU agri-food legislative process “Pass the Act!” interactive group exercise on proposing, negotiating, and enacting of EU legislation.
You can now register using the following link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/introduction-to-eu-agri-food-policy-and-trade-tickets-1975994415489?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true

ALL PRODUCTS
EU-MERCOSUR AGREEMENT ENTERS INTO PROVISIONAL APPLICATION; QUOTAS OF RELEVANCE TO FRUCOM
The EU – Mercosur trade agreement entered into provisional application on 1 May 2026. An extract of the tariff elimination schedule for the EU for goods of interest to FRUCOM from Mercosur can be found here: FRUCOM products EU-Mercosur EU tariff liberalisation schedule
The tariff elimination schedule is staged according to different products, with the staging categories as follows: 
(a) customs duties on originating goods provided for in the items in the staging category "0" in the tariff elimination schedule of a Party shall be eliminated immediately, and such goods shall be duty-free as of the entry into force of this Agreement; 
(b) customs duties on originating goods provided for in the items in the staging category "4" in the tariff elimination schedule of a Party shall be eliminated in 5 (five) equal annual stages, and such goods shall be duty-free on 1 January of "year 4";
(c) customs duties on originating goods provided for in the items in the staging category "7" in the tariff elimination schedule of a Party shall be eliminated in 8 (eight) equal annual stages, and such goods shall be duty-free on 1 January of year 7;
(d) customs duties on originating goods provided for in the items in the staging category "8" in the tariff elimination schedule of a Party shall be eliminated in 9 (nine) equal annual stages, and such goods shall be duty-free on 1 January of year 8;
(e) customs duties on originating goods provided for in the items in the staging category "10" in the tariff elimination schedule of a Party shall be eliminated in 11 (eleven) equal annual stages, and such goods shall be duty-free on 1 January of year 10;
The details that apply to the sweetcorn TRQ in the Mercosur agreement are as follows:




	‘Order number
	09.0882

	Specific legal basis
	Interim Agreement on Trade between the European Union, and the Common market of the South, the Argentine Republic, the Federal Republic of Brazil, the Republic of Paraguay and the Oriental Republic of Uruguay; signed and provisionally applied on the basis of Council Decision (EU) 2026/183

	Product description and CN codes
	Sweetcorn 2001 90 30 , 2004 90 10 and 2005 80 00

	TARIC codes
	---

	Origin
	Mercosur

	Quantity
	2026:
	Pro rata of 1 000 000 kg
	 

	
	2027
	 
	 
	 

	
	and subsequent years:
	1 000 000 kg
	 

	Tariff quota period
	1 January to 31 December

	Tariff quota sub-periods
	Not applicable

	Proof of origin
	Yes. In accordance with Chapter 3 “Rules of Origin and Origin Procedures” of the Interim Agreement on Trade between the European Union, and the Common market of the South, the Argentine Republic, the Federal Republic of Brazil, the Republic of Paraguay and the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, and Document referred to in Article 3.30 of the Interim Agreement on Trade between the European Union, and the Common market of the South, the Argentine Republic, the Federal Republic of Brazil, the Republic of Paraguay and the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, the model of which is set out in the Notice of the European Commission [2026/874]. This document may be issued electronically in accordance with the ELAN1L-TCDOC data model. In this case, during the transitional period Articles 72a to 72d would apply.

	In-quota customs duty
	EUR 0

	Security to be lodged in accordance with Article 2 of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/1987
	Not applicable

	Specific conditions
	Not applicable’



More information: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/996/oj
Background: https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-mercosur-interim-trade-agreement-starts-provisionally-apply-2026-04-30_en
 
REVISED GENERALISED SCHEME OF PREFERENCES APPROVED FOR APPLICATION IN 2027
On 28 April, the European Parliament voted in favour of the compromise text of the revised Generalised Scheme of Preferences. The text passed with 459 votes in favour, 127 against and 70 abstentions. Pending the conclusion of the legislative process, the new rules shall apply from 1 January 2027.
Current GSP+ beneficiaries will need to reapply to continue benefitting from GSP+ because of new GSP+ admission rules, including the six new conventions that a country needs to ratify and the requirement to submit a plan of action for their implementation.
All GSP+ beneficiaries have a two-years grace period (until the end of 2028) to prepare and submit their GSP+ re-applications. They will continue enjoying GSP+ preferences during the transitional period.
The exact process for GSP+ (re)application will be outlined in a procedural regulation after the publication of the GSP Regulation in the Official Journal.
More information: https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/new-generalised-scheme-preferences-approved-application-2027-2026-04-28_en

EU AUTONOMOUS DUTY SUSPENSION AND QUOTAS: NEW ROUND OPENED FOR ECONOMIC OPERATORS TO REQUEST SUSPENSIONS AND QUOTAS FOR CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
On 29 April, the European Commission published in the Official Journal a Notice to economic operators – New round of requests for the suspension of the autonomous Common Customs Tariff duties on certain industrial and agricultural products.
Economic operators are informed that the Commission has received requests in accordance with the administrative arrangements foreseen in the Commission Communication concerning autonomous tariff suspensions and quotas (2011/C 363/02) for the January round of 2027.
The list of the products for which a duty suspension is requested is now available on the Commission’s thematic (Europa) website on the customs union. 
Dried cranberries for the manufacture of products of food processing industries (CN code 2008 93 91 20) is not one of the products in this list. FRUCOM has contacted DG TAXUD for clarification and according to the Head of Unit, this means the Commission has not yet received a request for an amendment related to this product from a Member State.
FRUCOM members concerned by the application of the end use procedure to dried cranberries for the manufacture of products of food processing industries are urgently requested to contact their national administration to request an amendment to remove this end use obligation. The contacts for the central office responsible in each EU Member State or Türkiye can be found here: Contact Points
Economic operators are also informed that the deadline for objections against new requests to reach the Commission, via the national administrations, is 12 June 2026 which is the date of the second scheduled meeting of the Economic Tariff Questions Group. 
Interested operators are advised to consult the list regularly in order to be informed on the status as the requests. More information on the autonomous tariff suspension procedure can be found on the Europa website: Autonomous tariff suspensions and quotas – Taxation and Customs Union
More information: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/C/2026/2553/oj

FOOD FRAUD: MARCH 2026 EU AGRI-FRAUD SUSPICIONS
The Commission has published the March 2026 edition of its monthly report on agri-fraud suspicions.
The monthly report covers food, feeding stuff, materials and articles intended to come into contact directly or indirectly with food, animal welfare issues for farmed animals, plant protection products, veterinary medicinal products and other inputs that may end in the form of residues and contaminants in food and feed.
This month, 204 suspicions were retrieved from 882 RASFF notifications. Suspicions per product category:
1. Honey and royal jelly - 4.
1. Crustaceans and products thereof - 9.
1. Fish and fish products - 18.
1. Fruit and vegetables - 28.
No suspicions were reported on nuts, nut products and seeds, crustaceans and products thereof and cephalopods and products thereof.
The report is available at: https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/39c8523f-e57b-4f39-a33e-0711d21886a2_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202603.pdf

RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/18 (27/04/2026 - 03/05/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/18 (27/04/2026 - 03/05/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week18




DRIED FRUIT & NUTS
FRUCOM ATTENDS THE ALMOND AND HAZELNUT CONFERENCE OF ALMENDRAVE IN SPAIN
The XI Encuentro de la Almendra y la Avellana (XI Almond and Hazelnut Meeting) took place on 28-29 April in Cuenca, Spain. The event was organised by Almendrave, the Spanish Almond Board.
Speakers included Ms. Angélica Mateo Muñoz - Head of the Sub-Directorate General for Fruits, Vegetables, and Viticulture, Directorate General for Agricultural Production and Markets, from Spain’s Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Mr. Félix Nehls, Purchasing Director, EDEKA, Mr. Ignacio Gracia Chárlez, Business Development Director, Confectionary Holding (producers of traditional Spanish confectionery like turron and marzipan).
The discussion was broad ranging, focusing on the Spanish market and the production and opportunities for Spanish almonds. The discussion with EDEKA focused on the decision of the German retailer to switch its supply of almonds to Spanish almonds, and also their impression of how the trade agreement with the United States and with Australia.
FRUCOM thanks Almendrave for the invitation.
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SACAR - Joint Secratariat of Agricultural Trade Associations

INTRODUCTION TO EU AGRI-
FOOD POLICY AND TRADE

Join SACAR for a half-day event on the institutions
and processes that shape policymaking for EU
agri-food production and trade.
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