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	FRUCOM ACTIVITIES
FRUCOM DRIED FRUIT AND NUTS WORKING GROUP 21 APRIL - MEETING NOTES AND PRESENTATIONS
FRUCOM held its annual meeting of the Dried Fruits and Nuts Working Group, on 21 April. 
Heidi Moens (Policy Officer, Food Processing Technologies and Novel Foods, DG SANTE, European Commission) delivered a presentation on SO2, Alternaria, Acrylamide and Sorbates (EFSA data collection). Please find the presentation as an attachment below:
FRUCOM_Sulfites_EFSA calls_contaminants_21 04 2026
The FRUCOM team presented updates on Food Safety (contaminants, pesticides and official controls) and Nutrition. Please find the presentation attached:
DFN PPP
FRUCOM and the European Commission presented updates on Trade: EU-US Trade agreement / nut quota, cranberries; and FRUCOM presented updates on sustainability:
WG dried fruit and nuts_ 21 April 2026_ Trade and Sustainability Summary
  
DOODLE: FRUCOM ONLINE SUSTAINABILITY WORKING GROUP MEETING IN JUNE
Members are invited to preferred dates at below doodle link no later than Friday 22 May.
The dates proposed for the next online meeting of the Sustainability Working Group meeting are Monday 15th, Tuesday 16th, Wednesday 17th, Monday 22nd, or Tuesday 23rd June, all starting 16h30 CET (Brussels time).
 https://doodle.com/group-poll/participate/bDZKMLye
The main topics for the meeting will be:
> State of Play of EU sustainability legislation affecting FRUCOM products and members
-Implementation of the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation
-Implementation of the EU Forced Labour Regulation
-Implementation of the EU Directive Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition (concerning greenwashing / environmental labelling)
> Exchange with EU officials on relevant policy concerns
> AOB : Members are invited to address AOB points to the FRUCOM secretariat info@frucom.eu / lmofolo@frucom.eu no later than Friday 22 May.
 
ALL PRODUCTS
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT TO VOTE ON THE UPDATED GENERALISED SCHEME OF TARIFF PREFERENCES
On 28 April, the European Parliament will vote on the updated regulation on the Generalised scheme of tariff preferences.
The legislation will apply from 1 January 2027.
On 13 March, a Meeting of the Commission Expert Group on the Generalised Scheme of Preferences was also held, where the Commission explained to Member States the Next Commission Report on the implementation of GSP.
The Commission informed of the on-going preparation the next GSP Report, covering period 2023-2025. Member States deadline for input will be 27th March 2026. Official Publication expected Summer 2026.
The Commission presented preliminary views on key developments in Bolivia, Cabo Verde, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Uzbekistan, for each cluster on human rights, labour rights, climate/environment, and good governance.
Under AOB, the Commission provided a first overview of the delegated acts and implementing acts under to be adopted by end 2026 the new GSP rules. There will be two types of acts: (i) procedural rules applicable from 2027 until 2036 (to manage rice TRQs, to grant GSP+, to conduct temporary withdrawals or general safeguards investigations), and (ii) acts related to the regular implementation of the scheme (for instance Mongolia’s expected country graduation). Further discussion planned at the next GSP Expert Group Meeting, planned for May 2026.
More information: https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/core/api/front/document/129555/download
Under the GSP scheme many least developed and developing countries (LDCs) are able to export most goods at zero duty to the EU, including agricultural goods.
Countries benefiting from GSP+ status are
·Bolivia
·Cape Verde
·Kyrgyzstan
·Mongolia
·Pakistan
·Philippines (currently negotiating a trade agreement with the European Union)
·Sri Lanka
·Uzbekistan
More information: https://gsphub.eu/about-gsp/gsp-review

FRUCOM QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: HOW TO ADDRESS CHALLENGES RELATED TO AUTONOMOUS DUTY SUSPENSION AND AUTONOMOUS QUOTAS
FRUCOM recently received a number of questions related to requesting increases in autonomous quotas and duty suspension.
Member States are responsible, together with the European Commission (DG TAXUD) for the management of Autonomous Duty Suspensions and Quotas.
Therefore, all applications for tariff suspensions and quotas are first submitted to a central office in each of the EU Member State or Türkiye (member of the EU Customs Union), and then presented to the Expert Group of the DG TAXUD responsible for the review and authorisation of these applications (Groupe Economie Tarifaire (E00947))
The contacts for the central office responsible in each EU Member State or Türkiye can be found here: Contact Points
This is also the same contact point to address any requests for modifications of the autonomous quotas and duty suspension.
EU countries and Türkiye are responsible for making sure that the request fulfil the conditions of the Communication from the Commission concerning autonomous tariff suspensions and quotas and that the information provided in the request is accurate in all material aspects. EU countries or Türkiye then transmits the request to the Commission. Finally, the request for tariff suspension or quota is registered in the Autonomous Suspensions and Quotas Measures Management System.
 The main conditions to get a suspension are that:
-  no European competing product exists and
- the amount of uncollected customs duty may not be less than EUR 15 000 per year.
 The requests must be submitted to the Commission via the competent Member State Administrations at the latest on:
- 15 March for implementation on 1 January of the following year, and
- 15 September for implementation on 1 July of the following year.
More information: https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/customs/common-customs-tariff-cct/autonomous-tariff-suspensions-and-quotas_en

ADDITIVES: EFSA DATA COLLECTION OF POTASSIUM SORBATE (AMONG OTHERS)
The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has an ongoing data collection on additives, including Sorbic acid – potassium sorbate (E 200 - 202).
This data collection is part of a monitoring programme which was implemented for pilot testing in 2025 and 2026. According to the data call, “the data collected during the monitoring could be used for future risk assessment purposes, e.g., to assess the combined exposure to multiple chemicals”.
This includes analytical data, use level data and presence data (combined with use levels), which must be submitted using the appropriate EFSA templates as described in the call for data. The deadline for submission is the 30th of June 2026.
In FRUCOM's Dried Fruit and Nuts Working Group (21 April), DG SANTE's representative presented a detailed overview of this data call. Please refer to the dedicated circular for more information, including the presentation slides.   
All information is available at: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/call/open-call-food-additives-and-flavourings-analytical-use-level-and-presence-data-during-second

NGTS: COUNCIL ADOPTS DRAFT REGULATION ON NEW GENOMIC TECHNIQUES
The Council has formally adopted new rules for New Genomic Techniques (NGTs) in plants. This follows a provisional agreement between the Parliament and the Council, as reported in a previous circular: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5716:ngts-eu-council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-agreement.html
Next steps:
1. Formal adoption by the Parliament, followed by publication in the Official Journal.
1. A 24 month transition period is expected (application in mid 2028).
All information is available at https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-17037-2025-INIT/en/pdf
PESTICIDES: COMMISSION PROPOSAL TO LOWER MRLS OF BENOMYL, CARBENDAZIM AND THIOPHANATE‐METHYL
EU Member States have endorsed Commission's proposal to lower MRLs of benomyl, carbendazim and thiophanate‐methyl, in a Standing Committee Meeting. These substances are included in the French ban imposed in January, as well as the draft Polish proposal following similar lines. 
Please refer to a previous circular on the topic: https://frucom.eu/circulars/5802:pesticides-conclusions-of-member-state-meeting-on-the-french-ban-of-5-pesticides-in-several-products.html
The European Parliament and Council now have a two-month scrutiny period to examine the proposal. In the absence of any objection from the other institutions, the Commission will adopt the Regulation in July 2026.
All information is available at: https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/sante/newsletter-archives/74412
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/105274/4

PESTICIDES: COMMISSION PUBLISHES MRLS FOR ACETAMIPRID, ACLONIFEN, DELTAMETHRIN, OXATHIAPIPROLIN AND POTASSIUM PHOSPHONATES IN CERTAIN PRODUCTS
The Commission has published Commission Regulation (EU) 2026/876 of 21 April 2026 amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum residue levels for acetamiprid, aclonifen, deltamethrin, oxathiapiprolin and potassium phosphonates in or on certain products.
Please find the MRL changes (mg/kg) for FRUCOM products:
Acetamiprid
1. Honey and other apiculture products - 1.
Deltamethrin
1. Cherries (sweet) - 0.15.
Oxathiapiprolin
1. Brussels sprouts - 0.015.
Potassium phosphonates (expressed as Phosphonic acid and its salts expressed as phosphonic acid (R)):
1. Cherries (sweet) - 80.
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union (published on 22 April).
The Regulation is available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202600876#ntr2-L_202600876EN.000101-E0002


PESTICIDES: AGENDAS OF COMMISSION MEETINGS WITH MEMBER STATES ON 18-19 MAY
The European Commission's Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (SCOPAFF), Section Phytopharmaceuticals - Residues, will have a meeting on 18 - 19 May 2026. The agenda has been made available. Please find the main topics below:
Section B
Draft(s) presented for an opinion
B.01 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Implementing Regulations (EU) 2020/617 and (EU) No 540/2011 as regards the conditions of approval of the active substance metalaxyl-M
FRUCOM database: Metalaxyl and Metalaxyl-M (jointly) are in the top 10 most detected pesticides in 2025.
B.02 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) renewing the approval of the active substance pelargonic acid in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011
FRUCOM database: no data.
B.03 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-approval of Capsicum oleoresin as a basic substance in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market
FRUCOM database: no data.
B.04 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the amendment of the approval of the basic substance Urtica spp. in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market
FRUCOM database: no data.
B.05 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) renewing the approval of the active substance mecoprop-P in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011
FRUCOM database: no data.
B.06 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Commission Regulation (EU) No 283/2013 setting out the data requirements for active substances, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market
B.07 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Commission Regulation (EU) No 284/2013 setting out the data requirements for plant protection products, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market
B.08 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Commission Regulation (EU) No 546/2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards uniform principles for evaluation and authorisation of plant protection products
B.09 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Commission Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 and deleting methoxyfenozide, penthiopyrad and terpenoid blend QRD 460 from the list of active substances approved under Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council
FRUCOM database: there are some data points on methoxyfenozide, with some exceedances in raisins and sultanas. On penthiopirad, there are some data points with no detections. There is no data on terpenoid blend QRD 460.
Methoxyfenozide is in the top10 most detected pesticides of the 2025 data collection.
B.10 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 as regards the extension of the approval periods of the active substances bensulfuron, benzovindiflupyr, chlorotoluron, clethodim, cycloxydim, cymoxanil, dazomet, deltamethrin, diclofop, fenazaquin, fluopicolide, hymexazol, lambda-cyhalothrin, MCPA, MCPB, metaldehyde, metsulfuron-methyl, paclobutrazol and tebuconazole
FRUCOM database: there is a small amount of data on benzovindiflupyr, chlorotoluron, cycloxydim, dazomet, diclofop, hymexazol, metaldehyde, metsulfuron-methyl, paclobutrazol no detections. On clethodim, small amount of data, residual number of detections on peanuts. On cymoxanil, small amount of data with one exceedance on dried mango. On deltamethrin, some data with a small number of detections on raisins and sultanas. On fenazaquin, small amount of data with a residual amount of detections. On fluopicolide, a small number of data points with a residual number of detections in raisins. On lambda-cyhalothrin, some detections in dried cherries, dried apple, dried tomato, sultanas (with exceedances), dried goji berries (with exceedances), raisins, currants (with exceedances). On MCPA and MCPB, small amount of data with a residual number of detections. On tebuconazole, some detections especially in raisins and sultanas, small amount in dried apples and apricots, and one exceedance in corn.
No data on benfulsufron and flupicolide.
Deltamethrin, fluopicolide, lambda-cyhalothrin and tebuconazole are in the top 30 most detected pesticides in the 2025 data collection.
B.11 Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) amending Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 as regards the extension of the approval periods of the active substances aclonifen, amisulbrom, Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain MBI 600, beflubutamid, clomazone, cyantraniliprole, cyprodinil, daminozide, dichlorprop-P, dimethachlor, fludioxonil, formetanate, fosetyl, isofetamid, metalaxyl, metazachlor, penconazole, phenmedipham, pirimicarb, pyraclostrobin and S-abscisic acid
FRUCOM database:
Small amount of data on aclonifen, amisulbrom, beflubutamid, clomazone, cyantraniliprole, daminozide, dichlorprop-P, dimethachlor, formetanate, fosetyl, isofetamid, metazachlor, phenmedipham, pirimicarb, – no exceedances.
Some data on cyprodinil, fludioxonil, especially in raisins and sultanas – no exceedances. Some data on penconazole, especially in raisins, sultanas and peanuts – no exceedances. Some data on pyraclostrobin, especially in sultanas and raisins – residual number of exceedances.
No data on Bacillus amyloliquefaciens strain MBI 600 and s-abscisic acid.
Top10/30 in 2025: Metalaxyl and metalaxyl-M (jointly), cyprodinil, fosetyl, are in the top 10 most detected pesticides in 2025. Pyraclostrobin is in the top 30.
 
Section C
Draft(s) presented for discussion
C.01 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the approval of the active substance flutolanil, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 and Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/408
FRUCOM database: small amount of data, no exceedances.
C.02 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the approval of the active substance buprofezin, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011
FRUCOM database: small amount of data, residual number of exceedances.
C.03 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the approval of the active substance pirimicarb, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 and Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/408
FRUCOM database: small amount of data, no exceedances.
C.04 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) approving the active substance pydiflumetofen as a candidate for substitution in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011
FRUCOM database: small amount of data, no exceedances.
C.05 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the approval of the active substance triclopyr in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011
FRUCOM database: residual amount of data, with a residual number of exceedances in peanuts.
C.06 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the renewal of the approval of the active substance phosphine in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011
FRUCOM database: no data.
C.07 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-renewal of the approval of the active substance cyprodinil, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 and Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/408
FRUCOM database: some data, especially in sultanas and raisins, with some detections but no exceedances.
This substance is in the top 10 most detected in 2025.
C.08 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) concerning the non-approval of the active substance benzobicyclon in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council
FRUCOM database: no data.
C.09 Exchange of views of the Committee on a draft Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) renewing the approval of the active substance pyraclostrobin in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011
FRUCOM database: Some data, especially in sultanas and raisins, with a small number of detections but no exceedances.
This substance is in the top 30 most detected in 2025.
The agenda is available as an attachment below:
sc_phyto_20260518_ppr_agenda

RASFF NOTIFICATION: 2026/17 (20/04/2026 - 26/04/2026)
Please find below a FRUCOM report compiling RASFF notifications of week 2026/17 (20/04/2026 - 26/04/2026).
Information provided in the report is based on RASFF notifications published on the DG SANTE’s online database
FRUCOMRASFF2026_Week17






